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Church-Covenant 
þ 'Lawfull and needfull to be entred- 3 


into by all, that intend to walk in Church- 
fellowſhip according to Goſpel-order. 


Having taſted the ſweetneſs of that 


everl ing Covenant Godin Chriſt hath made 


with His people, ordered in- all things and ſure; 
and can ſay of it as David did, taſting his Words as 
he did, ſweeter than the honey , the firſt 
droppings of the honey-combe , 
This is ALL my ſalvation, 
and ALL my defire. 


As patto credir, Oates egat ? who beleeves the Covenane 
+ his God, and to enter Covenant with his God ? 
46 He, that finds bimſelfe concerned in it, erg 4 eh the 

the Conditions of it, in His ftrengeh , who hath promi» 
ſed toenableforit, and ro faxd wneo 5+. 
(1. T hes beſt «vouched the Lord this day to be thy God, and to walk, in His 
weyes, 4nd to bearken nnts His voice. And the Lord ters Natal] 
thee this day to be His peculiar people , and to make thee bib bone? 
al nevion, which He bath made in pr and in name, and in "he 
nour, and that thou maiſ fn {dens x 
| «s He hath ſpoken; Deut I7,1 3 

P I will Cauſe him to draw i Bs cemncd mes Afr : + for 
who is he, that engaged bu bears to approach unto Mee, ſaith the 


Lord, Jer: 30. 21, a 
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TR ERR: 
THE MINISTERS 


.of the Goſpel , the Glory of 
© Chriſt, called, Sd faichfull, 


| pretiows in your Lords eyes, and 
_ ever fince honowrable. 


a 8 


S.1Rs; 
#LHe Author, .m,behalfe of a jew 
LIES Names, charged: too 1aſhly by 
1.09 Cody Miſter, (.as is. meer for 
Him to think, tor a Godly man 
y,beraſh, buthe ill quickly 
-hamſclfe of his raſhneſs and — to 
wk » a fangie, not walking, which is theah. 
| — theix ſoulcs.to doe, in the broad, or 
Rotlexway) ofthe !Nation;/ in, point of Church 
Commurigng ox oa adniniſtariogs The 
Svwngaut the figace aÞd./exlcpottbeCorey 
Toold-men in Covenant with finne and 
goo 00 FROITSOS Sgt A/c by the Lord; 
Fg yongamenfirorg and GongagainſtrheLoed 
- Ang His; Chih nhonorcrhatige orion 4nd 
1fearefall NAME, Ebe. LORD, 1hy,Gadiingo 
was mouths, inte ;:nox: make mengion 
R A; 2 of 


uiTHL EE E4S:TLE.. 
of chief and His pretiows bled ( AGople folk 
are commonly miſtaken here ) not as to the 
ſubſtance of it, that is ſpilr and periſhed, and if 
we had it, as ſome ſay x4 have , i could not 
waſh us, but defile us, as our blood would,but 
pretious as to the glorious Merit of it being the 
blood of God-man)never making the leaft men. 
tion,of Chri ft and His blood(the Churches Frea- 
ſure ; for it 15 their Rightcouſneſs, as our blood 
is our {infulneſs ) but in an oath : To Babes in 
underſtandirig, who, take them aft ty old 
and yong, aft Babes, are as wholy-Tp 
Chriſt, and ofthe Covenartof act: 
in His Blood, as are the 'B4be; lies of { | 
Baptiſm: -Fhis Author; he was ſaying;ymad 
"Addrefs unto you at the firſt "Cravitig"y 
-Hfiteous jndgeriient ir theſe 'miagters 4 : es 
to'a Church-way, abQtheirwalk therein; wto 
will topethet'well {pred 1 in 'Goſpel-fellow- 
ſhip, ther theirwiy * not; 6 8 Canſey way, 
pore rent in dhe Bo Serrptnres'? 
' Now atthe laſt} and alt Boſe of his under- 
-takken Tack, wok ofPik, pda wtr fawn 
he aketh che bel ag to thakce'Appli- 
" tation thhto you. JE g Your”) plpmone, 
| which heis alrite porting 'to Truth, 


* 
me A +. - "4h —-. " 


| D.EDICAFORTK, 

Church-Cowenairt ( that Apple of ftigite, and bone 
of offence caſt-in among the Churches, he ſayes 
not by whom, bur he {ayes the hand of —Foab 
* with thentin all this, and thereijoxe, the more 
earneſtly he craves your judgement in this mat- 
ter ) © whether, ( there being a Communion of 
| Saints On eagth,,who, through the ſupply of the 
Spirit,are fl maintaipivg their felowſbip with 
the Father, and with His Son Jeſus Chriſt ) 
« theſe may not, yea ought not, in the ſtrength 
« of Chrift; enter into Covenant each with 04 
« cher,-and all-wich God ,, ſo to doe ? Briefly, 
« whether the Oath of the Covenant (that is, 1n 
«the ſtrebgth of Chriſt, to ſtand to it ) may not 
be takemonce; 28 well as the ſeales thereof, of: 
«ten? he would adda, yea aken firſt, if time 
« ſerve, and perſons are © agreed, before the 
© ſeales are taken ? Herein he craves your righ- 
teous judgement , And humbly craves leave to 
adde, or rather entreats you to adde it for him 
what you read ſpoken.in a caſe yery different, 
but not more weighty and momentous, Take 
beed what ye doe : for ye judge not for man but 

for the Lord,who is with you inthe judgement. 
- - This isall he commends to: your thoughts, 
which, he feares not will be Ic{s ſerious, becauſe 
. | T 7 offered 
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 offiubitsj witharremblinghand becauſe 
by {o1 ap ; as If, (it waa proverb 
onee Neb rey 7 toatn Elephant, and 
not'to fa hm be, :avxvell the 
ſheep OG ian | M pentle 3can-beare, bes 
leeve, bope, endure al Binge according to the 
right ſenſe and meanitig thereof; being clothed 
with charity "As yeare with Wwdliry :he was 
ſaying, as We thi Sheep of Chrifting) yeare His 
Sheph *F7, Notwithſtanding, his heart ſhould 
tremble more Fs his _ , Confidering Jade. 
Iv.t e marrer © CFAVESJYOUL') L 
Gee Kt "oath of the Covenant A 
| momentous Picg as the ſedles ate ;-and! 
are rep moda nt eria.But deed, this cauſeth 
No byte ad 
by 7 £ Joi Uncome h a Ny- 
ng Ho. ced he he that teridrethychis: uo Fot. 
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* - thow'ntaiſt Be one of a few 
Tnto'whoſ, e bands tÞ as wray come. 
WY knew t There wir good 
W reaſon, i rot & neva of prin 
| — bs this , Thut whereas there 
the be Balur-nedted Copies 
br be er blddhecf of” thew or 
Wi id not: much more coft. 
Rive With thit'maiſt rot be one 
Me Metys 3" YBut Biff betrr inſtruc- 
Pom TO rakes yertuc of necel- 
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foreceive the oath of the Covenant CPP they 

aoe, to receive the {ealef of th& Covtnant : or 
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followes, we will goe-on alittle., Kitow then for 
thy good, That neither the God of Iirael, nor the 
god of the world , whom the world hath mae 
ſo, ran indure a ſervant halting between two 
Maſters , he muſt ſtand bent. to one with hjs 
back por th' other.. Know alſo, That the Lord 
Chrift, who ſo loved His people, os one ſick with Gal. +. :0. 
love indeed, giving Himſclf tor them, and waſh- Eph. s. 25, 
ing them in His blood , cannot exdure 2 luke- g,,,, = 
warme'Perſon,.reither hot nor cold, a midling Rev: 3, 16 
perſon; hewill not engage to Chriſt,nor profeſſed 

ly againſt Him ; be will be for Him in ſhew, a- 

gainft Him indeed. The Lord Chriſt cannot en- 

anre this-man ; He will (pae hjm out of His 

mouth: Worthy Brightmans words fallow, «Je 

« maſt take heed,we wreſt not ſimilitudes beyond 

<« their-ſcope. What ts this thento be (pewed our 

@ of His mourh ?JY/+1/ Chriſt , in whoſe month 

« the Truth #t. felfe doth reſede, take away His 

« Tyxth from this ( luke-warme perſon ) giving 

« hix over mwmto abſurd opinions , and that he 

6 ſhould againe beleewe-a lye ? The itching de. 
« fire indeed, that many have at this. day, to 

« broach againe to the people monſirous opinions, 

« zxd fuch-as bave been already biſſed-ont, doth 
« make this interpretation probable. We know 
« what hath been taught within theſe few yearcs 
rh B 8 
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Deu:28.36. 


© ;x-the Schooles, preached uſuallyin Sermons 
&« (there is nothing now, 'that'is N E W, ir 
< hath bcen already _of old time , which was 
« before us ) diſputed publickly at Commence- 
« ments, and what it 15,that was put in print,the 
« lift ſummer.I cannot tell what to ſay certainly 
« of this matter. The event ſhall cre long make it 
« plaine. In the meane time let us know , That 
<« this puniſhment ſhall be very dreadfull; for 
« firſt,Chriſt ſhall take pleaſure in caſting away 
« this luke-warme perſon from Himſelfe ; for 
« what more acceptable to a man,that 3s ſtomack- 
* fick with eating meat,he now loatheth; than to 
<« vomit it-up, and ſo to'be eaſed of that , which 
« caufeth his ſickneſs ? Even as Moles threat- 
<« neth,unto theFewiſh Apoſtat's,That the Lord 
« wouldeven to.rezoyce, to-deftroy them, and 
© ro-cut them off, as/He did before that rtzoyce 


. * in doing chem good. Secondly That He will 


© caſt out this perſon with great reproach;far an 
©© unclean place is ſought for to vomitein.Thitd- 
« Jy, That thi perſon ſball newer. receive bis 
former» dignitie , be ſhall newer. be. received-in 
againe, be fhall bean abborred perſon, as we our 
vomit, we bave caft out. I rome yet cloſer to the 
thing in band,and fo to draw to aconclu fron bere, 
Take we beed of this Middle Temper, It ;s dan- 
FE" TT . - 


erous to our Bodies. We have heard an health- 
fullperſon ſay ; It is not with me as it hath been, - 
I am not ſick,nor am I well;within a few dayes 
after, he fell dangerouſly fick, and unto death : 
fo, a luke-warme perſon in the matters of His 
God, will grow quickly, a key-cold perſon. 
We will adde but this for the preparing of the 
eare ; If we look that God ſhould avouch 's for 
His people, wemuſt avouch Hin for our God. 


God ſaith ts Abraham, Ie be thy Shield and ex- Gen. :5. 1. 


ceeding great Reward, and not another for Mee ;, 
He be ſo td thee My ſelf, Ie approve My ſelf a 4 
God All hifficient + to thee, There ; is Gods engage- 


ment : Thou ſhalt walk betore Me and be per. © 77-7: 


fect, there is Abrahams engagement. He ſayes to 
His' Iſrael , to every one, in whoſe heart is no 
ovile ; Thou art my people, Ile take thee for 
My own, and fo Ite engages thee My promiſe, 
and My oath; Ile give thee faithfull witneſſes 
befides,the Suche and the Moone : ſo the Lord 
=; and fo; He: eftgageth ; So muſt I[racl] to 
; for th\ engagement is prntudll , 5 eleAion, 
when it foofrn irs Rnowne; and ſbveis, when it is 
ſhed" adrvat irt the Beit; we chooſe Him; we 
tove Him v3pe eripageto Him: Alt betwixt God 
vs Iſhacts Fecyprocall; ſor "y this engagement 
x09'; z Thou art *d ai Fes the Lord; And 
8 they 


Hol, 2-23 they ſhall fay,Thou/art my God; Iam for Thee, 


, ſaith the Lord; will nor be tor another,ſay His 
people, as their Lord ſe aith, they (hall not. What 
God ſaith, He will ſweare too, I have fworne 
unto David. We fball heare anon David ſwear- 
ing-unto Him. It is mutnall; it is reciprocall; 
The fumpne is this, when God makes His promiſe 
to 125 ; He be your God, He tendreth His yoak, 
to 45 alſo, You mult be my people, drawing 
tocetber in that yoak,, if not, ye are Cluldren qt 
Bclial, ſaith the Lord,no more in Covenant with 
Me, nor I with you, no. more than chilgxen of the 
Echyopians are. In the laſt place,, and 'ta bout 
up- 

K now ( 3)That the Author in bis liſt. Treatiſ e 

Pag- 59: bath made mention <4 aC Sundae 


Cy © bf theme th =_ in. a Chr 
jonew -y» ( - To rel olue one e thother,, as to the 
, rendring it.; ky ,3we,conld, 


not poſſibly be don by #s, but by making it as le- 
gible as thou ſeeſt it. Alſo 

Sith than ( 4 ) it hath chanced ſo, That thou 
baft met with it,much good may it do thee.Ewery 
private perſon ſhould be a publick good ; then no 
publick perſon ſhould be a private good, for that 
were as ſad as it is uncomely.We intend but thjs, 
If 2 perſon or thing be good, the more common, 
the more good. 

IWe will point to his words and cloſe with 
them here and bereafter, where we ſhall ſct then 
down, having ſuch full weight - in the ballance 
of the Sanfinary;*The Lord give us to beleeve, 
« yea to taſte the goodneſs aud ſweetneſs, of this 


« engageing our ſelves the Lords people, and 


<« we ſhall be bumbled before the Lord, that we 
ever with-ſtoodit. 


—_— 
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The engagement of fellow-hel- 


pers to the Trath, walking together 
ia. Goſpel fellowſhip. 


Ten Queſtions, with their An wers, are premi- 
ſed, whereby to give a good underſtanding, 
as to this engagement. (1 ) What it 1s. 
( 2 ) How lawfull it 'is.' (4) What man- 
ner of. perſons they, muſt be , who doe engage. 
-( 4 ) What they muſt. engage-in-; ' In whofe 
frengg2, 6 and for what ends. 


at it is to engage; of what is this engage- 
| ing work ? Y 
Itis a ſolenine free and voluntary promi- 
(1Bgg, Or avowing our ſelves, the ſervants of 
£89) che moſt High God ſubſeribing Our names 2, 
and engagein: hour loules unto Him,to hold fellowſhip with Him , 
walking together as friends, and well agreed q. More briefly, it is 
this, An engigeing our. hearts for our Lord and Chrift : And a- 
gainlt all rhac- moft, which. is mojl contrary to Him. In aword, 
Ic is an ayouching of God for our God, and our ſelves the Lords * 
eople, 
p For the clearing this firſt Queſtion we-will take-in what may 
os or oftend the weak, angd.in-paſlage, rempye it, as we can. 
n 
© If chis engageing our (elves the Lords people muſt be free and 
"* voluntary, whac ſay we:to'that (avenant,which was chruſt apon 
**the people, every One xnowes where 2 , 
Tothis we:ſay (.x )-That. we would fay nothing. ©0.it at all, 
aske 


2Chr9.23.! 6; 


a Chro.15,12 
23-16, 


Jolg 9. Is, 


(2) 
acke them,who can better reſolve you than can rhe moſt knowiog 
among us Yet forthe ſake of them that are weak, we would ſay 
this (2) Thatthis is nothing co the buſineſs or Queſtion'ia hand : 
we are holding forth a Chxrch-Covenant, and how reaſonable 
a thing it is, That alk, who are truely and indeed of the Church of 
Chriſt, and walking in fellowſhip together, ſhould engage tro Chriſt. 
( 3 ) We would ſay for-our own/fatisfaRtion, who are as weak as 
the weakeſt ( others rtiſy-ſay and think as They pleaſe) That {« 
venant had ſo many ingredients init , it was fo full of mixture, as 
that an haile, ſtrong and beglthy ſtomack might, haply nauſeac at 
it. Therefore( 4 ) It ſhould nor, we humbly conceive, have been 
prefſed upon the people, ſpecially becauſe the chiefe Arricle there- 
m, ot Head thereof wis not-underſtood. by us (the moſt of us ) 
and then we could not enter.into'Covenanc about it, nor ſweare 
#n judgement, | 

But hadir been a fa»p/e Covenant, we meane with-out mix- 
ture as A/a's was ro ſeek the LORD GOD of Iſracl with all 
their heart, and with all their ſqule ; or that they ſhould be the 
LORDS people as fthojada's was, we would Querie here, 
might it have beeryprefſed upon the people ? The Antwer to this 
makes ſomething fot the clearing the buſines or 10nin hand; 
but we will take it-in to our anſwer unto the ſixe Queſtion, onely 
this we would ſay more here, becauſe we are upon engageing ; 
What may be (aid to that engagement eþated upon the people 
ſome yeares fince? To this we ſay, much more might be ſaid, for 
the pre goof that eygagement.(chough ſome thought themſelves 
then, and ſo doe now, oppreſſed by ir, grokly if not finfully mi- 
ſtaken, we think ) than can be ſaid for rhe preſling, of the other 
ſaid Covenant , which was, we know not well what it was , bur 
partly Religions it was, and partly (v4. But this engagement was 
meerely Civil; and as reaſonable as reaſon it ſelfe , That our Ry- 
lers engapeingts us to doe all they could for us,we ſhould againe 
engage to all we could for them, 'at leaſt, ro doe-nothing againſt 
them. Why? the Bramble it ſelf would have the Trees exgage to 
Him, the beſt thing they had, their F ith, and rheir Troth, as we 
to0commoenly ſay, their very 7avell ;\and be' is a beggarly man, 
that layes that to pawn; Yf'in truth ye anoint me King over you 
come and pitt your TR 'V ST nnder my ade ; It rileth t0 J 

|; MUC 


(3) 


much as this ; If you will make me your Ruler or Parliament Man, 
you mult engage to Me your 7r»f ; We muſt come-up tv the 
termes of the Bramble, in Civz/l matters or civill Truſt. Surely 
it was but right and good, That our Rulers ſhould engage ys 
to as much as the Bramble, did the other Trees. If they will 
give him the Title of a King, they muſt give him, the honour of 
a King, 

ag HE which we would think might anſwer all that can be 
faid againſt our engageing to God, whereof more will be ſaid 
anon. If we take Him for our Zord and Chriſt, all the Reaſon in 
the world:we ſhould engage our Tr«ſt-unto Him, and that is our 
Al. a ſerious profeſſion of our faithfulneſs to God, and adhe. 

ng to His wayes. Look what the Man is, ſuch is his Truſt, if he 
be earthly and ſenſuall,his 6 is the ſame ; If heavenly and ſpi- 
rituall, ſuch is his 77»ft alſo, Holy men as well as Holy women, 
are deſcribed by this,T hey Truſted in God ; which Truſt in a large 
ſenſe, is put for the whole Compaſle of our duty to Him - And 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, ic is a great part of Divine worſhip, becauſe 
itis the higheſt exerciſe of Faith in God giving the higheſt ho- 
nour to Him. Now if this Truft be in us, i will be profeſſed by 
us, being like fire there ; beſides we ſeldom or never being called 
forth unto it, make profeſſhon of lefle than we have, but of as 
much as we have, as the wicked profeſe more. The ſhort of this 
matter is, If this Tr»ſ# be in us, we cannot but make ſerious and 
hearty profeſſion of it, engageing our (elves to Him, who by His 
—_— and Spirit wrought it in us... If our 7r4ft be right ſet on 
God and ſelling, we cannot be aſhamed thereof, for that ſhall ne- 
ver make us aſhamed — But ſo much for the clearing our An- 
ſwer to the firſt Queſtion : we proceed. 

: I. Is this lawfull to be don ? 

Azſ: Wecthink he that makes this queſtion is aſhamed to ſpeak 
it-our, *Ts it lawfull to engage our ſelves ro God, to bethe Lords 
© people, to walk and live as His people ? ſurely yes, and never, 
we think, did any one of the LORDS people make queſtion 
here. Yet if he did, this may put it out of queſtion, becauſe The 
Lord Ged hath promiled, yea ſworne unto His people, He will be 
their God, work in them and for them, as their God in Covenant 
with-them. It's but reaſon now, 90 alcogerher juſt , That toy 

ſhoul 


I Fer, 3. fo 


(4) | 

ſhould promiſe and ſwetre unto Him, to walke as His p:opſe, 
Pal. 55. 12, *who Have the owes of God wpon them , For can we think, and 
think as men, That the moſt High God, ſhould bird Himſelf o- 
ver to His people, with His own Coards, promi/e and oath, thoſe 
ewo immutable things, while yer His people ſtand looſe from Him, 
not ſuffering themſelves to be bound with the Ceards of a may, 
with bands of love, a gracious God and mercifull Father hath pro- 
Math. 11. 29, 'yided for them, and calleth them, My Comantlements , and My 
as 4 -yoak._, and makes them to all His, not greiviou , but eaffe and 


H:cb. 6. 18. 


liobt ? 
” 9: 111. But may Gods people: doe what they read and heare 
God bath don ? | 
Anſ: Yes; All things commanded and made poſſible for thery 
ro doe; Inall ſuch things, they muſt /earne of Him, and doe as 
they heare and read He hath.don. As in this.C3ſe;, They muſt 
avow themſelves His ſervants, as He hath vowed Himfelf their 
Lird ; and to walk as His people' who hath choſen them for His 
people , even 4s He walked, and follow God 1s deare Children, 
1 fob: 2.6. Epb.'5. 1. He hath made promiſe unto them, and 
to evidence the inimutability thereof, He hath ratified it with an 
eath, and given witneſſes and pledges, the Sanne and the Moone 
for the Contimuance and endurance of che ſame thing He promi> 
Pla.89.34,35. ſed ard" ſware unto. Surely Gods people ſtand bound to bind 
themſelves as ſtrongly, as poflible can be, ro Him againe. And fo 
mueh the rather becauſe the fleſs , the unregenerate part, in the 
'Regenerate perſon is ſtill ready to draw back, like a bullock unac- 
ru ffemed to the yoke, Or like that which was to be bound with Cords 
to the hornes of tht Aftar. This fl:ſb Cinnot abide bands and coards 
of Gods making, but faicrjlI as once it did, for the flefh can 


Rom. 3. 7, ſpeakeno other 3. being not of it ſelfe /abjefF ro the law of 
God, neither indied can be ; Let us break their bands afunder , and 
caſt away their cords from us, Thefleſh is all for this, and this it 
is craving all the day lopg, give me eaſe and liberty, though it will 

Rom«» 2.9. 


Rey which we tranſlate Axgni/, firaightneſſe 
of place')'and 's curſed liberty, Yet give me it faith the fleſh, 
Truely it would endure-no more than the Devill & Satan woutd, 
to be bourd, unlſtfſe with irs own Cords of vanity, which. at pre- 
ent are pleaſant Coards, binding now as itwould be bound; but 

| anon 


(3) 


anon it ſhall be bound as it would not , as with fetters, and held 
with the Cord: of affliftion, which it ſelfe hath ewiſted. Indeed it 
dearely loves, as was ſaid, a cr/ed liberty, and would know no 
other /aw but that, which r«/es i» its members. Therefore we con- 


Grant we ther, as well ic cannor| denied, That bands laid pp- 
on the fleſh, a5 che /aw forbidding or oppoſing {xt , makes the 
ous and ſtorme-like, yer doth not all 


ons 


[ab 36. 8. 
Pro. 5. 22. 


C1l. 2. || 2. 


Rom 7. ” 7, 


Prov. 2g. 15, 


(6) 


exs in us, and procure more ſin, but makes them or it more fome- 
out its own ſhame, ſo making ſin appeare, in its likeneſle ſin, and 
become exceeding ſinful, and ſo, accidentally, procureth more fin 
( to break-our, which lay hid before) and g more gxi/r,and mat- 
cer of Condemnation. But yerall this ſpeakes nothing, at leaſt 
proves nothing againſt this laying bands or engagements upon the 
fleſh, bur rather is mighty through God, 'to prevaile with us, to 
make the band; firmer, and the warch ſtronger ; Remembring this 
for our comfort, that the people of God are delivered from the 
irrieating or provoking power of the Law ( as well as from the 
Curſe thereof ) ſo far as that it ſhall doe them no h«rt at all, but 
much good. A 
So then to bring our anſwer nearer to the queſtion, we ſay it 

is very ſafe and /xre to lay bands upon the fleſs, and ſpirie both ; 
for, as was faid, it is in ſome part fleſs too. ( I ) It'is /afe; for the 
laying bands upon the fleſh is the great meanes appointed by God 
to ſafeguard the Spirir, the renewed part in the New-Mar. And 
ifit be not don, and with all care and diligence, fleſ6 will afcer the 
"manner, :run-ri0rt 5n the day rime, and like a child, ſent away, or 
ſent to himſelfe, that is, left to himſelfe, and put into his own hands, 
bringeth the'Spirit to ſhame, as he, that ungoverned child , his 
Mother yea and his Father too (take it in paſſage,) though th 


- Mother be there onely named, becauſe ſhe , uſually, is moſt t 


blamen that matter: , Therefore if we looke to find all faft ard 
fare; jo we' tie. gares, doores and windowes of our ſoules , as 
carefully'as we'dbe thoſe'ar night, belonging to our houſes , and 
when we-muſt fet them wide open , ſet we a good guard about 
them, and make we our'wwatch ſtrong. It was ſpoken,in mockage, 
wemay be ſerious in mentoring it..” See ! He dares not Truſt 
& 4 Belfbver to walke withou b | Kee r.the law, as if he judged 
* no'otherwiſt'of him, chan at's Meu attor in New- ate, who 
& would kill and rob if his Jailor were pot with him, Truely the 
fleſh of a Beleever, and we beleeve he will ſay ſo too, is no. more to 
be texſied on 6 Mafoltr s New-gate ; therefore he walketh 
not without his keeper, and he_prayeth zo God continually, that 
He would keep both him and his Key zu Sarge ys & kopr. 
We proceed ( 2 )It is ſafe and ſure for Fekewvers to Jay engage- 


 bponthe flefs, for bythe ſure mercies of David, which never fai- 


led, 


4 
C23 
fed, it is a ſanRified meanes to keep all ſ#re till they come to that 
enheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
veſerved in heaven for them, where there will be no enemies to an- 
noy them. And ( 3 ) for the Spirit renewed,.ſo we ſuppoſe it to 
de, it hath irs fi/chineſſe a alſo, even irs mouth ( we ſpeak of that a 2 Cor. 7. 7. 
we call fl:/6 in the New Creature, wherein dwelleth no good Þ ) b Rom7. 15. 
devonreth iniquity ©; It would drink it-in as greedily as a thirſty < Pro-' 5+ 38. 
Beaſt water  ; Therefore even the Spirit muſt have a guard en- q Job 11. 16, 
gaped upon it alſo to keep it in the ſtrength of God, fa and ſure. 

Ec requireth our obſervation ure , as it ſurely argueth the Trea- 

chery of our ſpirits, That the H./y Gh:ft by His Propher makes Mal.2. 1 5,16. 
this Inference once and agiine, Therefore rake bred to your ſpirit ; 

as if He had ſaid, you obſerve nothing if you doe not obſerve your 

ſpirit ; Therefore take heed to your ſpirie, We find ſometimes the 

fame words repeateda, and then they ſhould come with much a Pco.19 5.9. 
force upon our ſpirits, and to aſcertaine us of the good, in the do=-. 
ing of ic ; as of the evill in negleting of it, The dreame was dou 
bled twice, becauſe the thing i eſtabliſhed by Gid ; ſo , This Infe- 
rence is doubled ; Therefore oy. heed to your ſpirit , becauſe it is 
commanded and eſtabliſhed by God,jt muſt be ſo don, or elſe you 
be utterly undon. And ſo mnch to that queſtion, 

9: V. Canit be held-out. from the Holy Scriptures, that this 
Covenanting Or ſwearing to God to walke befire Him , to keep cloſe 
to Him, hath been the practiſe or manner of Gods people in for- 
mer times ? 

e*Anſ* It is holy, right and good we ſhould aske Counſell at 
that Abel, enquire what the Scripture faith, and fo reſolve our 2 $1m.20, 18. 
ſelves and end the matter, we will then ſer down ſome Scriptures 
at length, becauſe ſome are ſo negligent, that they will not, be at 
the labour to turne to them intheir B:b/es, which will informe us 
what the ſervants of the Lord have don alone, and apart, then 
what they have don in Company and Fellowſhip one with th'o- 
ther. And when we have ſo don the Reader ſhall be Judge in this 
matter, ſo be he will engage in theſe two things, (1) That he will 
kokinto thoſe Scriptures, ſo much he will doe, be may ſay, for ir 
is the eaſieſt thing in the world fo to doe, to /vk into them.. 
No, thar'is a deceit, Tis the hardeſt thing, nay more, it is impoſ- 
fible for a man not changed, nor renewed, nor looking after that 

glo- 


2 Th:{.2. ty. 


(8) 
glorious work, impoſſible for him ( how ſharp-ſighted ſoever 
he may think himſelfe, for his know!edge, learning, prudence, 
wiſcſome ) to /ook into, that is, To underftand favingly, one jote, 
of ſacred Truth, His darkneſſe doth mcrveoaty Veieke him ; 
* The corruption of his affe& ions fames-up into his underſtand- 
* ing, and ftreames in the lower f:culties doe caft a miſt on the 
* higher. : o then it is a concluſion of experience, That the heart 
®* muſt be c/eane, elſe the Head cannot be cleare to apprehend 
* the T7:th, as it is in Jeſs, For as long as the heart is lo deſpe- 
rately diltempered, the Head can never be duly Diſpoſed for the 
reception of ſuch a Thing as Truth is,which is ſo contrary as light 
and darkneſle are, tg a wicked mans /ye; we meane his whole Re» 
lizion, being all 2 his ways are, but a le ; for as all the. Popiſo re- 
{iion, with ail the Faith-devonring, and Conſcience-waſting-er- 
roxrs that ever the Aſan of ſin vented to the world, are wrapt-«p 


Mm this oxe ſyllable or word, a Lye ; ſoalſo is all our Religion, as are 


»Hur wayes, naught elſe but a /ye,while we are our ſelves out of the 


w.y,and not changed or renewed in the ſpirit of our minds by the 
glorious work of the Spiric with His Word ; Till this work be 


wrought; every /uft in us is an enemy to every Trath as it 17 ix 


James 1.25, 
T Per. I2, 


Wager as, 


reary will doe its utmoſt to keep it-out, that it may enjoy its 
elfe with more ſecurity in the dark. So then to come to a cloſe 
of the firſt thing we would engage the Reader in, we would in the 
next place ſhew the emphaſis, force,or how ſignificant that word 
is, we tranſlate /ook,into, for it denotes ſuch a prying into a thing, 
as the bleſſed Angells, prying.into the glorious myſteries of the 
glorious Goſpel, whereby the #»/earchable Riches of Chriſt, are 
held-out to us, immortality and life brought to light. Tr is ſuch a 
looking as Commands the bending of the Body and Spirit both 


| before the Father of ſpirits. And 


- AA.8.39,31, 


Therefore ( 2 ) He muſt engage to look-up and cry for that 
Awinting, that reacheth all things ; For it is in vaine to look into 
theſe, or any other Scriptures, with-out that exe-ſa/ve, which un- 
ſcales the eye, reveales the eare, opens the underſtanding, in a 
word, unvailes the heart,that we may ſee what we fee, beare what 
we heare, underſtand what we read, all which is don by, That 
Guide or Interpretor onely, ſappoſing now the Reader hath eng:- 
ged hetherts, theſe are the Scriptures which we will ſet, down at 

. | length, 


(9) 


q 


tnnth, as we ſaid, and ons paſſe- on to the next Queſtion, 


* And 72cob vowed a vow ſaying If God will be with me, and Gen 28.29,2 
* will keep me in this way that 1 goe, and will give me bread to, , **: 
«ear, and raiment to put 0n, then ſhall rhe LORD BE MY 1 09 
GOD — 
«* And Hannah vowed a vow and laid, O LORD of HOSTS, 1 Saw. r. 11 
* if chou wilt inceed look-on the Affliction of thine Hand maid, Hmicb: vo. 
© and remember me, and not forget thine Hand.-maid, bur wilc 
& give unto thine Hand naid a Mar-child, then 1.will g've him 
* untothe LORD all the dayes of his life ; there ſhall no Raſor 
*©come upon his head. 
* I have ſworne and I will performe it : that I will keep Thy Did: vow. 
© Righteous Judgements. : Pla.11g. 105, 
Thus the Saints did ſeverally and apart; and who ſees not — 
but we forget our ſelves ; Ic is left co the Reader to judpe ( ſo he 
keep the Conditions,) whether ic be not tl;e Dury of Saints ſo t 
doe now ? : 
Then againe, Come with us [ay the wicked. Come with us, [ay the Prov. 1, 11. 
Godly, ler us joyne together as one Man, in one thing to promote 
the Glory of God, His (hurch, and His Truth. We beleeve veri- 
ly the Reader wyll judge it as comely for the Godly to joyne to- 
gether, for God in one and the fame thing, as it is for the wicked 
ro joyne together, plaited together like thornes, againſt God, 
and His Chriſt, and apainſt all chat which is truely and indeed 
Chriſtian. Surely the Spiric of God is as prevailing ( we ſhould 
ſay infinitely more ) with His ſervants, as is the /pirit of the world 1 Jch. 4. 4. 
with that whole world,that lyeth in wickedneſſe : for the evidencing $« 19, 
of this, LOOK we, as has been ſaid, into theſe Scriptures, | 
* And they entred into Covenant, and ſware unto the Lord, 4's Cove- 
*: to ſeek the Lord God of their fathers, with all their heart, and 22% _ 
: k ' , 2Chio,17:12. 
* with all cheir ſoule, 
* And fehoyjads made a Covenant between. him. and between 7-k1j:4s'; Co- 
*<all che people, that chey ſhould be the , LORDS people. Venane. 
King Hezeksch proclaiming a Paſſeover ſending his poſts from * oo y- _— 
City to City, together with his preparations, and, inffrutions, as * ©? " 
to that ſolemne lervice, came-up, we conceive, to the very ſame 
thing, of making the people enter Covenant with their God. J'ſiabs Cove 


Nie 


* King 7ofiah {tood in his-phce , and'made a Covenant —_ 2Chr. 34. 21, 
| «the I 


'S, 


*% 


(10) 
- *cthe Lord to walk after the Lord, and to keep His Commande- 
* ments with all his heart, and with all his ſoule to performe the 
* words of the Covenant : And he cauſed all that were preſent in 
« Teruſalem, and Benjamin to ſtaxd to it. And the Inhabitants of 
« %eruſalem did, according to the -{ vvenant of God, the God of 
« their Fathers. 
« When Ezra had confeſſed; weeping and caſting himſelfe 
« 4own before the houſe of God, there aſſembled unto. him out 
Ez 10. 1, 23, ** of Iſrael a very great Congregation, of men and women, and 
<« children : for the people wept fore. And Shechaniah anſwered 
« and faid unto Ezra, we have treſpaſſed againſt our God; yet 
« now there is hope in 1/rae/ concerning this thing. Now there- 
« fore let us make a Covenant with our God. ; 
«« Tt ſhall come to paſle in the laſt dayes, That the Mountaine 
Iſa. 2: 1,23. © of the Lords Houle ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the Moun- 
Ipe* taines, and it ſhall be exalred above the Hills [ that is, the ſpiri- 
& tuall Glory and Grace of Chriſts Kingdome, ſhall be advanced 
« above all worldly ſtate and power 7 and many people ſhall fay | 
& Come ye, and let us goe-up to the Mountaine of the Lord ,to the 
« Houſe of the God of 7aceb [7 that is, They ſhall embrace the 
<« ayes of Chrilt readily, freely,znd willingly, a rejoycingly. 
" *% One ſhall ſay I am the Zords. and = call himſelfe by 
Iſa. 44. $+ * the Name of 7«cob : and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand 
&* ynto the LORD, and ſurname himſelfe by the name of 1/-ael.” 
Ua, 60. ' « The Gentiles ſhall come to thy light, and Kings to the 
« brightnes of thy Riſing — 
©; The Children of 1/rae! ſhall come, they and the Children of 
&* 74dah together, going and weeping » they ſhall goe and ſeek 
Jer. 50. 4,5. © the LORD their God. They ſhall aske the way to Ziow with 
« their faces thetherward, ſaying , Come and let us joyne 'our 
« ſelves to the Lord in a perpetuall Covenant, that ſhall not be 
** forgotten. | #2 | 
*« And the Inhabitants of one City ſhall goe to another, ſay- 
Zec. 8. verſes © ing , let us oe ſpeedily to pray before the Lord; and to ſeek 
21, 22, 23+ * the Lord of ofts ; I will oe allo. 
* Andit ſhall be, That who ſo will not come-up of all the fa- 
Tee. þ4. yer & milies of the earth ynto- tak aucpr to worſhip the King the 
ies 172 1919» « LORD of Hoſts, even upon them ſoall be no raine. © _ | 
—— we 


(28 3 

| We humbly conceive theſe Scriptures ſpeak out fully the 

riQiſe of the Saints; alone and apart ; and altogether when they; 

2Y _ of one minde, heart, and judgement in the marters of their 
od 


We ſuppoſe now the Reader.that hath called for the eye-/alve, 
will not ask for Scriptures'our of the New Teſtament, thence to 
hold-out the praiſe of the Saints in thoſe primitive times and 
ever firce; becauſe all chbſe Scriptures cited out of the old Teſta- 
ment referre wholy to the manner of Saints under the New. To 
whom, prepared now 4s 4 Bride adorned for her busband And a 
Bride #mohg the Fewes was dreſſed and decked in all gayitry, 
her own or lent her, ſo tha* that day ſhe appeares,a moving Mine 
of gold and pretions ſtones as we read ] God hath made this Glo- 
- rions promiſe; Behold the Taberpacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them,and they ſhall be His people ; and God Himſzelfe, 
ſhall be with them, and be their Ged,, Revel 21.2, 3. So now we 
ſhall forbeare to mention the day of /mal things,as we read in the 
firſt Chapter of Johns Goſpel ; Nor whac groweh the Church had 
in Chrifts tinie during His perſonal abode with them ,, whereaf 
'weread, ##.1. 15; Nor how it did encreale preſently after, 
. "He wat takin into Heaven with the excreaſe of God ; nor the man- 
ner of their Converſe one with another , walking together in 
Church-Communion, whereof you may read, AZ, 2. 41, 42. 44. 
F.14. 9.31. 11. 23. — Nor will we ſet down here what we 
read in onr Church Chronicles recorded of the ſervants of Chriſt 
In prrileus or fierce times ; * They met together every Lords day, 
.* where they could, carly in the morning, and there after muty. 
4% a{t exhorrations, and ſinging of Pſalmes, they exgaged before 
« God each with other» in the frengrh of Chriſt to walk in Al 
* pleaſing, as was comely. for Saints, We will conclude, There is 
wsy of Gods worſvip;ytherein He walks or meets big wn. 
and they with Him, as once it was.And it is avad fi 
wayes pleaſe not God when Hit wayes pleaſeth not us. 
His Tabernacle is with men, and-they chat goe not up to His feaſt of 
T abernacles to wor ſhip "wk the Lirdsf Heſs, upon them ſball 


Bt nov tine, no and drought ſhall be upon 


+ e799 look About us,qnd to Caglider the times, 
otght to doc, FR not joyne our ſelves go 


Joh. 14, 12 , 


ares Exod. 
ſince a Cor, 6, 16, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


(12) 
Ford in a gerpetuall (.uvenant, we give tog cleare witnes, againſt 
our ſelves, that we are j.yned co our /dols'g- and little difference be- 
ewnxt us and the Apr: Chriſtian-morld, whole judgement now of, a 
HÞng time Ningreth net, ard their damnaticn ſlumbreth not. For the 
Righteous Lord wiki certainly make His t&reas good to th*utmolſt 
pon ther ſhall be ns rain, expounded by 1/azab Chap. 60., 12. 
T he kingd: mes and the naticns which will zot ſerve the Church ſhall 
pevif$ : yea th:ſe naticns ſhall be utterly wefted. We proceed. _ 

XV F. May rot the wicked ow | emſelyes.the feryants of 
Chrift, ang. exgage themſelves the LORDS people? : 

Anfſ:. No, by ro-mez nes ; their engagement will.not bg taken ; 
they are not free, they are engaged. alrezdy , ard. rantum, nen 
ſworne ſeryarts to other Lords, ,teing ready lervants and willing 
flaves to ſin and Satan ; Theſe cre their great Lo: ds and Maſters, 
Satan h;mſelfe their Lord and theis God ruling in cheife in. cheir 

- bearts and lives , to whom they have NS hoe beſt ſervice, 
according to the utmoſt of their power ard skill they have and 
are ſtil! receiving from bim,. So that ſuppaſe now they ſhould ex- 
| gape to God, which yet.they cat no more dce, thancan their 

"and*Prixce of the world , but agairf} Him : but ſuppoſe it fo 
reaching; fake, Their Father rhe Devil, whoſe Infts they wil 
Id beare it, and could not hold his peace, but would d;ſalow = 


John 8 44. fot tea 


” Nom. 30.4.3. his childrens owes in the day, that, he heareth them, laying , Net 


#ny of their vowes or of their bands wherewith they bave bennd their 

'foults ſhall ftaxd. Moſt certainly fo it would be ; for, as that pol- 

« Mark. 5. 19. fefſed man a -(though a good man, and deſigned for. high work, 
| *©--to ſpeak-forth the high praiſes of bis God ) was /o exceeding 

b Math.8. 28.” fierce b, chat no wan might paſſe by. that way :.2nd ſo wighty in the 
c Mark. 5. 3. Devills Might, chat no man could bind him, no uct. with chaines c 


Luk. 31, 21, fois it with his children, his ſoos and | too. ( for be keep - 
'eth their Palace ) If an Almighty Hand holds chem not, in , they 
| will plucke aſundex the chaines, and bresk in, pieces the fexters, 
as burnt flax, zeithey cax any men tawe-or hold them. 


po nee 7 porno 

, 3 ; de ſree 4 ſz, Who | to walk 

b x Cor.9:22, is colts oethe Lor fo 8 nn _ 

$8a4; 35, /alew, and feec of hat Afeeber-Ciry 4, who, ill vga: hemlelves 

MOREY te ſervants of the living God, and bvea3 a1 c ative: 
| | | ha 


( 13 ) 
gaged themſelves to the work, and ſervice of their God. They 


mutt be well agreed that walk together. Friends of God who walk 


with God ; as they are friends of che world, that walke with the 
* world, according to the Conrſe of this world, according to the Prince 
of the power of the aire, the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of 
diſobedience. In a word, They mult be ftrengthned with 44-mi, br, 
who walk up to their engageme:t to Al pl-aſing, 
Here we would cake-in that we have heard ipoken for a wicked 
mans engageing to God z and Covenanting with Him. 
«« They have entred into Covenanc willngly ; or if that could 
* not be, unleſs to engage w:th their tongues onely, yet they were 
4 faced ainco it, and made to ftaxd roit : for it mult be granted 
6 ſome, if yor the molt of them, itt 4/a's time, wece wicked, 
tverall engzged. Tothis we ſay ; 
bat King A/a nad Felejad ; King Hezekiah and 7ofiah en- 
gageing the people to ſeek the Lord, and to be the LOKDS peo- 
le ; to enter Covenant with Him, and to ſtand toit, did in fo do- 
ing altogether right. And yet if our Rulers ſhould doe ſo with us, 
they would doe a/rogether wrong. The Realons, as we conceive, 
are-theſe ; //rael was Gods firft borne, as He ſayes of them ; «An 
_ Holy people nnto the Lord, the whole Nation was ; They were a 
people SOUGHT ont, and had engaged themſelves to ſeek the 
Lird , they had avoxched themſelves the Lords people, truely we 
cannot readily tell bow often. But hence we conclude, Thoſe ex- 
celleat Kines and Prieft did their dury, in binding the people faſt 
with their own Cords, laying them ſtraighter and cloſer upon 
them, which chey did weare too looſe. Now for us, we meane the 
people of this Land, Ir is nor faid any where, That we are an Ho... 
Iz prople,rothe Lord ; Nor have we as 1/rae/ did ,avoxched the Lord 
for, nur .God, nor fworne 2a ſeek, Him;ar leaſt if fo we did doe,it was 
not in. o_edience ia Gods Command, nor, for che cy of us,- 
knew we what we did; Arid:to goe abour to. force us to it, other» 


vol ar the beſt, bue wich our congues, as formerly we might doe, 
» as hard a rake, yea as impoſlible, as cd force the Prince of 
the Aire, or ſpirits of the world to doe it, that is, to engage to. 
God, and Covenant with Him, .who.in all; things ftand fo- croſs 
| lomerhing we have heard was don 
ood, ( that 
word 


- 


arg<grerary to Him... Indeed. 
__ Baptiſm, where the pes and grandfathers 
& 2 


Eph. 2, 2, 


Col.r.10,17. 


Deur.7 E. 


Levir. 20, 26, 


If, 28. 15. 
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word ſome will uſe, and accordingly will praQtiſe ) minding no 


hore ( the' moſt of them ) and underftanding as little whar the 
Miniſter did there, or rhey themſelves engaged to, than did the = 
btrle thing was brought t inthe Armes. 

We are wholy indiſpoſed to ſpeak more tothis. So much may 
aſſure us, That they, who have made « Covexant with fin, death, 
and Hell, and with theſe are, in conceit, at an agreement , Cannot 
poſlibly enter Covendnt with God. The firft Coveriant muſt be 
diſanulled, diſclaimed firſt, yea abominated,& abhorred;And then 
they may have thoughts of entring Covenant with God. Which 
thing the Lords people have don, through Him, who ſhewed 
them abundant mercy, together with the” 5miquery of theige 
Covenant ; and firengthned them to breake thi; 
this. Yea He ſtill firengthneth them'ro and to. thHir efgtge- 
ment, and to keep their vow, vowing Ives the LORDS 
people. We proceed. _ 

I. Who is ſufficient for this engageing work , to waſk 

ith God as aforefaid? ” 

Anſ: They and onely they who can' bumble themſelves to 
walks with their God ; Car think themſelves, to Nothing ; and doe 
know, that Hh Grace ſhall be ſufficient for them, ſo as they ſhall 
be fure in their viſible ftraights of inviſible foccours. - Therefore 
theſe are till - grace, as an hungry-man ( for they feele 
the want of it, for efdcne ry ents, as he of his bread, 


roomy das hea f fel ob jo Albers" of 56 he 
ape carth ( where fo many c/efr; there are as fo thany tongues 
cally bd the clonds Kie riice Ybpens i iiodeh for the ſhowers 
of heaven. $0 Grace muſt be t 'for; and is" by ther! who 
know what it is, and defire nothing muck, but the Fountaine 
_ _— | Tqjony; ; I they' cavriot Foe rich. 
Throwgh Him can die All thiwgy,” coli rnethugny” 

an pn Fw they ow Mg, No, ke WER, i 
nor'the ſmalleſ® thing , not the leaft good morion heqven-ward; 
ak Oe ine their od, to Hit 


9". EV 


L , 
, "W e} 
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ſolution one way or orher paſſe upon it. fe hott be os 
dazh maſt ( for it is, if not the! very fame Fn: ads 
ry whit and momentous, nay it'is a ſwearing s God yrs £2 i bo 
eaken ) In Tr#th, in dgement, and in wie Jud or ae "ali in Hs 
ftrength alone Al [-ſufficienc for them as to the parhrmabcs of it, 
in whom "they. bleſſe themſelves, and doe g ro is the Ty 
hinge of all, "the grough and Fandarion py, do beareth 
That this vow ot Engagement, call it as,you » Peaſe be under 
in the ſtrength of Chrif. -It commands all obſervatio, which Fo 
lomon faith ; Say not thou before the Angel ( before Chriſt the An- 
oh of ME Covenant } It was as errour |_It was my. iSnorance 
eng fa = was, as co the matter or ſubſtance of ir, 
Je taller df erformipie, chat T.cncred into it 7} wheres 
barnnas Tod be angry VoJee, ard deſtroy the whrk of thy 
Bands ?[ as if He had Mag rr pr will not excuſe \ ty raſhneſſe_in 
- ſuffring rhy heart co'be be haſty £0 utter a thing before God : Bur 
rather! m3 an excuſe will anger the Lord, and provoke Him to 
in wharſoever hot takeſt-in hand Therefore the 
— of os wiſl pur it upon their thonghs, and roule it about 
there, whit chey iy + upori ; what their aimes and ends are.in 
their undertaking in whoſe ſtrength they can performe. For 
they that he © paged for their own ends, and in, their own 


ſtrength, or not wholy in the frength have rurned back. 
Are o) emprar ation , apts fy ES de. 

| or, ( of +44 4 me 
themſelves, That 

ni edi Bri 


Ape pero ph ins 
Je p 3; ord gn 
| WEED 3.17.1 = 


Jer. 4+ 2; 


Eccleſ, 5. 6. 


oned, a Eccleſ. $ 4. 
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of Chriſt in.it ; and & not that God ſhould accept. of you or 
our engagement, of what elſe you doe, but onely through 

im, i» whoſe N A ME you have don it. 

The Neme of Chriſt is the very tſſence of all the Church doth, 
of all her prayers, all ber praiſe; | wh.ch are upon the matter, but 
ſo mary eng ns of the eye, eare , tongue, hand, and heart 
onto ab or By lothat to pray, to praiſe, 10 engage in the 
Name To look u co Chriſt wich the ezeof faich, 
arid to rh , who bach purchaſed th.s glorious privi- 
ledge; and b ed 11 liberty through Him to have acceſs by one Spirit 
wnto the Father, there ro nes all onr mind, which is ever accom- 
| panied with praiſiog of Him to Him, and.is; Is. 

* wayesdon i in the Nawe dot Jos Chriſt, that is (2) in the ſtr 
* Chritt; And (3 )in' the virtue of fthe preſent mediaroex of 
which carries this acknowledgement io ic, That what we aske on. 
earch, asto the ſiving-up to our engagement, Chriſt obcaines in 
heaven for us. 
: JX. If this Fgagng! to God.that is, 25 ye expound.it ; The. 
wo r back that mercy againe to God, we hare acked of Him in 
ayer. 1! 290" cv from im ,; by a cop onable 1 improvement. 
lameto the Glory 'of che Giver, » we think you called, 
y ing oxr vowes : If this e engeging to God ( we were ſaying ) be 
commanded us 6f G ayer and praiſes are , Sretly com- 
[or 19ur doubt is, a 


| 78 

6 as 

"ate Wenn Tho ThisHr 
ceive, were nor to pow to God, That we w 


ai wel - AfNd p7 


le Him, on of we 4: 
exer,and to Watch ne hy FRRAGs 


ava, ory pray iu the Hel 
when) "all ;o4lb oo 
Jer" 


iO 4 ble [ 1M- 


C17.) 
provement of all-for Him through Jeſus Chriſt 6ur Lord. So 
we come niore ditealy-to Anfiver the Queltion; aca we wt 
be a little targ-r; thative maybe plainer?! » : 

'* The Queſtion, wherber we may vew or. expare to doe that 
* which is direly comnanded or forbidden x ho of God? 
Whereto' we Anfwer, as we are taught, 'No; We'muſt- not vow 
©'rhe doing of >:016- vr'n0t ro dos e<* other; ; as for example, 
we maſt nor-voiy ablokutely, we will 'wbe wwor/Bip Hdolr ; That 
Exe will hot ſwoure ; Thin we will keep thief | obſerve the 
& Lord diy ; That we with honour vur. an" hoon ry ae 

© no murther; forall theſe Duties are expreſf emanRe b 
© God; and chereforeare paſt beinp vowed by us >vhely't 
*( obſerving rr rt our-heatts)" nay volv! aiFedgies 
*roa'greites 0ars bud ftrither watch over ous felves Ethet for the” 
+ doirig of eli ohe;/©r nor to doch? ocher. Tr) 4wGr? We may 
and ruſt; yow more' care and diligence iti tid abowr 37 thoſe: 
things, Whois that have ubſcribed' their names "to! the! 
God of 

And In6 ave co underſtand thar'of forth, Gen 28! Sy: 
vowing that:the *LO RD fbould be hifgGad. | Aſo That of David, 
Pſal. 119-166 Jaceb had avowed or avotiched/the Lord: forkis 
God before ut then he did'ic with more-intenſivencſs' of pi 
thas before, *So likewile, Devid had kept the words-of his 
beforz,but-now he would be more ftrit than before integer 
them. 'Soirken, theconclufion of the whole matter is this 


© we vow apt re pr ar rey rms ar ney who forbid ver. I Mr 


«gen, we muſt picch'and place our vowinottupon the wie#i# of 


* the Coram: rape CER _— 


66 ot tin keep £194"; 10 
3.4 Whoutris jeehen that webnave this 
with anorher, necineialt coamndiaed 


(18) 
be |& ch 
uh pogo \vimtboen among Cs ny 


among.n 
1s YESY. 
it might have beeg, had we well husþapded our-time,s 
EN ate Foe . But He knows alſo, That we, chrough the tap- 
ply of ingreafing chereio, giving al dibgeme bee 
1 Joh. 2. 20, kk z.and colon :t may be (aid of us, ou gon wo from4 
Holy one, av weknew fl things 3." y.aeedfull for ys'co 
I Joh. 2. 3. þ rekngmdehe Gori eringpo od We koew that we know 
Hiram Ghomiondewents (-in defire and-endeavour), av 
Prov. 9. 2. ,Qur ornaments Or Fewelly ; or as a wea- 
4 my: : we deſire andendegvour with a}. dili- 
2 Pet. 3.®, ealÞ, » Him more, and to o» in that kwowledg ez.and 
Col. 3. 11, = p: 2Yebelgid iroely and indeed 00 kya all rhings.,; Thor He 


» Allinall | We:will. wake bold 
farther to this, avd to tef-our perſyaſion, and 
pdeementan ghis matter ; and. the the Reaſons why we are fo 
ed, Camera firſt then our is, That 
the cloſe ofthe Anſwer givea to the ninth Qucſtion Y 
a Fallthat much ach þr ws we 
withheargued ag 5 Engaging. our- 
> 7 modem ook Loxd and Clyiſt ; and 
OTE EDIESS LIM 
n 
(46 ft» Vitacnore reaſonable thanie then 1 To:vort (and! 
a) anmeriqtedabgralthol chaps owes Tk 


(19) 
jng to Goſpel-order. .We would adde a lictle more-in proſecution 
, of this matter, 8 ſo give our reaſons of our perſwaſton therein:and 
- | Firſt, We-may and ought, engage to ftavd to that (ovenant 
made to us in Chriſt; comprehenſively ALL the Saints ſalvation, 
and eA L L their deſire , becauſe they have judged rhemſelves 
, meet £0 receive the ſcales thereof, having received hrit the witneſſe 
of the Spirit, 'bearing witneſſe with rheir ſpirir, that they are the 
children of God, Rom. 8, 16, bn 
+ "Secondly, We miy and ought engage to live-up to that Name 
is called upon 'us, of whom the whole Family of heaven and earth is £,h, 3. 15. 
named. This furely will be granted on' all hands, That we may 
engage to hold-our the 'Name we are called by ; which is but to 
-exgagein che {trength of Chriſt, ro be Holy'a# He ir-Holy ; To de- 
part from iniquity To touch no'uncleane-thing ; for we n.tme the 
Name of Chriſt, and which is more, if more can be, we have His 
Newe called upon'us, and put within us. They chat are true mem- 
- bers of That Body may be called, as we think the whole Bqy is, 
CHRIST, The Anointed of God with the- Holy Ghoſt and with "SAY 
g,.asthe Lord Himſelfe was, but in our Afcaſuve. Now if this go”: 
ſo,and we are, as we profeſle'to be, and'are Named. Then we ws 
- may engage ſure to a greater Care: and fſtrifter watch over our 
ſelves, 2s was ſaid, we may vow more intenſiveneſle of ſpirit , to 
live-up to-our Name, to make fwl.proofe thereof ; as he that was a 
;true Minifter: ; ſo. we ; that' are true; Chriſtians, Live-up ro thy 


- 


Name, faith Hierons to thoſe he wrot unto,thar had very 

cant and teaching Names. Now no Name is ſo ſighificent as this, 

or fo teaching. Which remembers us of that, we have heard ſaid 

of Tertsllien ,” If I perceived, ſaid he; the Man were not holy, 
.< hotfo much as &fbew of Holineſs appetres in him, or no more 
6 than 2 ſhew,bychis works-he denies irzof any me intheworl, Nemo Chriſtio 
« I would not name him a Chriſtian; Tharexcellene Nithe Would aw 116 qui 
worſe become him, a5 Powell 3s 4 wines ſnort 7; for Fulinefs is of Mach ramam 
the very efſence of Chriſtianity. 'X Chriſtian withour holineſs, is a {*"{fieawoul: 
Chriftian without Chriſt; 1c is Conryadittio in ad pet, an Holy- my matur 
nar without Holineſs;a gracious mary without grace,/as falt with- Terc AG: Cap. 
odr favour; a vine withour friic inthe ſexſon theredf,” - 7 43. 
1 We. haverold our perſuafion: 41d Re\ſons therebl; "from 'the No dadmmnin 
ſeales of the Covenant ; ps” ans Naitie; "We will Wo Panabg cm 
wed. * cloſe an, 


2 Tim, 2, 19. ' 


Jer. 30. 31. 


© a mmtuel agreement 
* fellonfbip and: 6/cipline may be ſer np, elſe bby candberebe an 


( 20) : 

cloſe of this give-in here. Holy. Bucers lamentation, 4s we read it 
Engliſhed uoto-us by Mr. Palmer, whom His God hath made one 
of the excellent of the earth, *' Qh that we had renewed and eſta- 
* bliſht che Covenant of eternall life,as we have done a Civill Co- 
*. venant. The Churches ofthe Martyrs were joyned together by 
* the ſevere Religion of Diſcipline. I miſerably feare what may 
* become of our Churches, unleſs they are: more: cloſcly graffed 
*.1nto Chriſt, and that they reſtore Diſcipline among chemſelves. 
* There are ſome of all orders, who: are againſt cl;e reſtoring of 
* ſolid fellow-ſhip and Difcipline. Theſe are holy Bucers words, 
which that worthy mari Engliſhed as he faith ; ” That we, the 
* weakeſt above many, and other like, as we are nay obſerve the 
* corcurring, judgements of holy men, as to-tflis practife of en- 
* gaging Our, hearts to,God ; and Covenanting each: with other 
in the ſtrength of Chriſt to keep them- up ſo engaged, that when a 
temptation comes to take away the heart from Chriſt ( and then 
the eye, care, tongue and hand, and ail are gone, when'the heart 
is goo ) we may ſay andſay truely, every one for himfelfe; .»y 
beert is engaged to Him, who-asked-it of me; and He hath it,and, 
accordingito mycarnelt deſire, will keep it, engaged to. Him, And 
all I bave engaged for Him ; for. who made me to differ , or what 
have I which, 1 have net recaved from Him ? And Now we cannot 


forbeare, the love of Chrift conftraining,wbo loves a. people walk. 


ing with Him ſhould:;eagage ynte-Hliw, we cannot fordears to'ſec - 
dowge Mr Palmers own words, which being {6 full-ripto the will 


of Chriſt, and 13nd of His people, (hallend this nizter.' | | 


* Now as that, which is til'd a! Charch- Covedan; fo much de- 
,\we'take it to-be no mere, than\ſuch 
1j05903ng together mentioned, char ;/o//d 


unity andfollow-memberfoip in'a particular Church? */1119, || 
** Say ſuch even who diſpute again this practiſe, Thit 31 1m 


© ® ply'd in ale very principles of Chriſtianity. Wenhen prebend, 
_ « {cis wor uala but indeed ectfety, exprolly. ro pode 


, © whereic is@. mans own free | 
/ Maps rugged por a profeſſion and cxpreſſe con{znt to 


** why Howes. from the principles'of jr ;, preiallyin this Caſe, 
, that conftiruces him a member 


ſubmit eo Deſcip/ine, we call for. 
| FOgen * And 


(21) 
* And we beleeve without it, it will hardly be ſet-up unleſſe a 

&* Catechiſticall Anſwer or two of a perſon examin'd ( though ne- 

* ver ſa.dead-hearted, and a cloſe-enemy to the power of Godlt- 

« neſſe ) ſhall be thought enough , which will to ſettle againe 
& where we were, in old ignorance,luke-warmenſſe, looſneſſe and 
* formality ; In ſtead of ſuch as feave the Lord, walking in fellow- 
&* ſhip with the Father, and one with another in the Spirit. We pro- 
ceed in his words. TAY 
*« Now that any, that truely feare the Lord ſhould ſtick at this, 

& iz. to profeſle to own the Covenant of Gods free grace; to 
« oive-up themſelyes unto it, and to Jeſus Chriit the Mediatour 
* of itin all His Offices; To walk under His Diſcipline, and in 
« fellowſhip with His people ; We cannot but juſtly wonder, and 
&« why any godly men of parts ſhould frame and raile up bug- 
** beares againſt it. 7 be Lord geve them to taſt the goodneſs & ſweet- 
© geſſe of it, and they will be humbled before the Lord,that they ever 
© w1chftood it. There is a little more, we can ſpare none-of it, 
* Tathe Novelty of this practiſe as it is objeRed tous andothers 
© we could anſwer ax large here, That it is as old .a3the Goſpel, 
£© for beleeyers to walk together, in fellowſhip in the duties ex» 


” 


preſſed : We will adde no more here , but beg the God of all _ 


Grace, That He would give-us His Grace and mgke it ſufficient 
for us, that we may practiſe A that we haveread. 


br pod ic Or orig bs » for (he Ghacing ou 
W3 : ,U us » | Commending; 2 l [ 9 
therty Hoken:to ga ; «hearing, 6. proceed to. hold forth 


the,matter-gnd manger. of - what that is where- 
_ iathe ſtrength of Si np ape » but this after we 


VE WNeW ry yrnatny wry And to this, we. con- 

ped de nay rt £50, (a6ak fully, and, gtearely, -a5i9 re- 
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The. engages of certaine Brethren k walking 
under the Band of a Church-Cowenant in Go- 

| fſpel- Conmunian ene with another. 

Afien they bad made an bumble and hearty ac- 
hnowledgement of what they bad received 
from their God, and are, by the ſupply of the 
Spirit, ſtill receiving from-Him, for their en« 


Us to keep cloſe unto Him. 


[E, whoſe Names are under- .written, having through 
Js Him, to whom we lifted. up our — each of us, 


8 Hof. 17, 3. 


b Coll 3. 1, (ALES lis Ml th al'd; Allinal n petfons: All in alt + wg 
c Phil. 4. 13. and comibua lly Qrenge hnerh' c 5 therefore He beivg the ſtrength 
'd1Sam.15.29 of /frartd and the Chery of Iſrael 4, muſt Eave the glory of His 
piuk 2:33» ow Prebgebin __ widyus, who are Nothing b : : having throagh 

NY Him, we were ſay IO. 
c Pla.119.59. :Þ ' T howp he %6n =. op -wayerc ; War is ;' th6rd 
chem, while cho&@"Wityes wited arid 4ead, yen 
d D:u-.4.19. dzive usd, bein" dtlt Huw o3ft"bie"e ON of Fit and 
5 ” i. death:” And the arti good Spit; Thar pave 13.2 Fight: of our 
nog "Y A wayes, giving ns to learh'c- thew-alſo; fo ro-ſtave them ( for 
c Fer. 31» 19. we cannot. ene ue echo - of Aviymoncd 
- Ezec, 6."9 feet from aut 

20 43- were cannin{NGH REN 
' and moſt impetuous ſtreame run's from t Nentiine head ; In- 
deed we fled from Him ( that is our naturall fl;ght , and ſo He 
d Hol. 7.13. complaines d, they have fled from Me ) like as they fled from before 
Tech. 14. $ " wrbarhsu7 11-1 But He, the Al-mighty God laid His Hard up- 
Foh 1. 25. - and pu: forth the expeeding greatneſs of His power towards 
Grn. 19, 16, ing ſo merciful! to ws ; and Called us out of our Sodim , that 
horrible pit of Darkneſs ( ſuch ir appeares tO us now ) hat __ 

ri 


rid ſtate of Nature, or of Death, into His marveilors hight a ; a x Per. 2. 9. 


therefore it is called /ight and Glory together be 
I 1. Having received for our deare Lord. and Saviours ſake this 


blia. $9.1,243 


firit Grace this /peciall favowr ( ſo we call it beiog the fame He pl. toF. 4. 


ſheweth co His peculiar people ) we are incited- and ftirred-up 


( hence we conclude the Truth of our Grace) to cry tor more Prov. 2. 3, 


grace, more-and more of the Spirir of wi{dome an4 revelation in 
the knowledre of Him (tor we, that have received this Grace 
can difcerne in our ſelves the want of Grace: which they cannot 


poſſidly duc: that wholy want it) chat we may grow-up into Him &h. 1. 17. 


in all things, which is the Head, even Chriſt : For this 1s to grow 


6 tf 


in Grace, ircreafing therein wich the encreaſe of God, to grow ©O) *: 19. 
in the hwledge of our Lord Feſms Chriſt. A gracious man ne» * Fet- 3- 15. 


ver ſayes he has enough Grace, till Grace be conſummate in Glo- 


111: Having this knowledge of Him, and growing therein, 


whereby He juſtifies many, even all them, and none bur them, Ia $3. 21. 


that have this ſaving, juſtifying, experimental, fidaciall knowledge 
of Mins, ( for-a Notiorall,.or ſpeculative knowledge, a bare work 
of the underſtanding, faimminug'ia che braine, having ſome light 
as the Moone hath, but'no hear, and parifierh nar, no more than 


2 notionall or dead hops doth, cauling bur a wind there, which pxef- 1 Cor. 8. 7. 


feth up, no nouriſhment, and ſo is; nothing, ora thing of noughe 


worth, nothing.) bur-having we-were laying; this: knowledge of 


Him, we are purifying ous ſelves, #ven xe: He'sr pure... We-bave i [ob ;. 3. 


alſo, through the ſame Grace, a fuller and clearer knowledgeof 
our ſelves, whar curſed creatures we were ,'as all noware} while 


they ate. as we were, with-ovr Him. Therefore fleſh, the wiſilkwe,| Eph. 2. 12. 
goidlimtffe, and +xcHimrie thereof ( the corruption and: filthineſs 1 42. 5 


thereof is vor ' +9 b4' & named without indignation, a9/becomerb 
Sainte?) thoogh it woutdibe ruſted; for ſothe Brawh/owonld, 
yet #) confidence miſt be pur thereie; Ard we beſeech Hip dayiy, 
and hopein His mercy weſhalt hold. on ſeeking; That'He would 


Rom, *, 7 
aliCor.i.”", 
b Eph. 5+ 3. 


amint our eyes with eze-ſalve, that we may have a fuller ſight of Rev. 3. 13. 
Him, that we may, the thove #4ve md xdmirs Himy, and a clearer 

in-ſight ints-our ſelvesthat: wwmay more abberre ext (ſelves, Phil. ;.. 3. 
( therrwe thatl fir no 6 lench ory 

ant aſpos.\ Alſo 0 7 - 


I'V. Having, 


2 7 ry — > ———_ <> 5, Bel oo - _—— 


AR 20. :8, 
z3 Tim 4. 16. 


1 Tim. 3. 4. 


, - (24.327, 


(24) 
.  TI'V. Having received this heavenly wiſdome avd power fremts 
above, tO take heed unto owr ſelves ; and to rule well our own houſe, 
baving our children in ſubjifton with all gravity, wearein a good 
paſture of ſpirit, through the apply thereof, ( in our ſtation, and 
according to our mealure and gift received ) to rake care of the 


ift impreſſis. Church of God , For, as we have learnt, ** the ame wiſdome and 


Joh. 3, 1g. 


1 Tim. Fs. 8, 


Math, $. 15. 


2Chro.2g.18, 


« juſtice, and holinefle, for kind, onely more enlarged and exten- 
* five» as incyther ſpheare, and, will regularly move in the lit- 
< tle and the greater houſe. But we have experienced the Apo- 
files Concluſion ; He, that knowes not how to rule his owne houſe, 
cannot takg care of the houſe of God. It we be darkſome within 
doores, we cannot be lightſome without ; for» though our light- 
ſide may be outward, yet it is dark as darkneſs it ſelfe , the more 
dark becauſe we make a meere ſhew of light, which is not in us, 
but hated by us. The Truth is, It we are, as #n/avouty ſalt with- 
in doores;we are the ſame without,and wor/e chan J»fide/s in both 
places, for not providing things molt neceſlary for owr own, we 
cannot doeit for others. -If we are in our own booſe, as a candle 


's, ſo great was 


bet 
the purpoſe of our 


Our, | 
having this in 


apd-thi be &ll 
pared | mm me) ,a0d ba- 


ving 


preparatian: 
of God to continue pre 


(25) 

ving pecſwaded with us to beg this thing ; end kept # itr onr 

hearcs, hertherto; and we are perſwaded, will ſo dos ro- the'tnd 2, a 1 Cor. t. 8. 

we'give all diligence to worke 0#t our ſalvation with feave and trem-. © Thel. 5. 23, 

bling, (which afﬀeRions or paſlions rather are two great meanes is a "_ 

£6 w_ : ' , XX ILLEO 
appo:n:ed of God to deliver us from two the greateſt piagues, 7; 12. 

* ſecarity of the fl: ſh;and prive of ſpirit )ſo making bot calling and > Phi'.z. 12. 

eleftion ſure, that ſo an tntraute may be miniſtred unto us abun+- Sec Z mh! 

damtly into the everloſt ins kingdothe of our Lord and Saviour eſs ®: 3 *: 

Chriſt. Alſo, and | | GO TE ESE 
VI. Laſtly, Having followed ms with His eye wpon ns *, and a Pal 32.8. 

dealt Þ ſo well with us, as to enable us to follow-on ro know Him 34+ 15. 

more, we apply our ſelves in His feare, and power of His might, Jet: 49: 4: 

to all thoſe m2anes He hath 'appointed'for the encrealſe of Grace, 

diligently attending them in pablick and in private at homie and 

abroad, hearing the Word preached i» ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſon, 2 Tim.4+ tat. 

( for the charge is fullvf Dread tothe people as well as to Mini- 

ſters ) Reading the Holy Scriptures, giving” arrendince to exhorta- 

15H, to Doftvine ( for we think thar el-given to. Timothy is 

for our learniing-alfo.) Meditate wer theſe things, give thy [elfe i Tim. 4. 

wholy to them, that thy profiring may dppeave #6 all.” He that would 

be a good preacher aid [ICuſcrlns, mult be very converſant in 24s feri velie 

the Scriptures: fo-abſ{ymuſt he be, that would bed good Chrifti- 2": Conc'e 

an, He cannot be anapproved Teachet of others, norcan be ap- ,; _g 

prove himfelfe txoghe, chat'is not conveeſant-in 'and Readies mucly Bib ious. 

tharſaered Book, \Whenee it may beſo charitably' jadged of us, Met: Ad: 

That we abomimate theitway- and their doings, #3 theDevilt or : 

Hellir ſeife; who-ſpeak evill of that ; they have not! fex#»ing we 

meane;'and ofthoſ they know not; and-ſo would if they could, 

as others before them; of the ſame'perſoraſion with theth, [*7e1d6- 

re -"—_ o& protbiterians, teftroythe Minifters and Mitiftery- 

both. FAR 31719 v. ls vb 50 v | 

> Weare Converſant alf02as our time and orcafions ry give arcefy. 

leave{ for our Callings maſt be axeended, with al}-rars a6@dili- 1 Toci.5, 14. 

gence, clſe we ſhould walk as wwwnty ones, likt 45 fordertyFonidiers The 310,11 

out of 149k; Nay we (loi elſe'( naeyrwoiding foromrows houſe, £rY man 

which we cannot doe} wor artenditig” ourCallings as we dupht ro |, pu > 

doe,) be worſe/not dnelyThan' an 1fidel, 'B&e e<e1ighr of n+ hag, Gea. 47.3 

ture roactieth; hin"to provide farhis houſe, bot we ſhould be 21d muſt ac- 

worſe tend it wich 


T2 
I4 


& 26) ) 


a'] Diligence, .worſe than Beſs, the faylevobghe Aire; and creeping things of 
1ChrO.:1.:0 the earth, tor theſe. provide; for their own, the. light of Nature 


Gal. 4. $. 


i Per,z.1,2, 


Pla). 101, *, 


Aﬀt. 17. 28, 


Hol. T4. 3 


Cane 7. 1 3. 


Col. s. 243.3 


worthy of ue Lind, \tid: Al placfong 45) becomath. a people of His 


| 2Cor.'s. 5. 


| thaughss, and held, out in vur uves.: 


te:ching them ; we ſhould allo, ſhewing the leaſt negle& there, 
wrong our (elves, and prove ſnares to others, before whom we 
ltacd charged co walk in wi/dowe,. that withent rhe word they may 
be won by eur good {onverſaticon ] we were fayirg, as our Callings, 
our atteadance thereupon will give us leave, we are converſant in 
ocher books, ſpecially thoſe, that way molt concerce us , walking 
rogether in a Brotherhood , and decently in our families with « 
perfett.heart, wiſely. 3n 4 perfett way, As that full and excellent 
Confeſſion of Faith, held-cvt to us by the Afſembly of Dvvines; with 
their /arger and. ſhort Catechiſmn, Allo , relating to our dayly 
praiſe char excellent B-1ok,that ameg tives 5nt maniomws, that much 
ma litcle ; thar greateſt book _ {mallet volum; Dr Owens 
ESCHOL. We take tpeciall notice alſo of that fourth Epiſtle to 
the Chriſtian Reader ſer. before che Treatifes. _—e 

Haviog now, .n, the incegrity of our hearts, and innocency of 
our hands, premiſed all-thus for the reaſons betoreſaid: And defi- 
ring dayly and. earneſtly. Thac all this may; be much in our 
.-I,,,We doe in the fight, of God and Pather ; In the Name of 


* His Son; and Covtinuall ſupply-of the Holy Spiris ;-mgege our 


”=_ 


ſelves, all-weare, all we have, all we can unto Him ; 6: whom we 
are by a. moſt ſpeciall-in-iFrovg ( and nor as the whole Creation is 
in; Him, and Hejigpic, by, a gederaH in-bemng,' by. the! right: of 
{ reator upholding all things by the word of His. pawer, hieb, 1, 3. 
without whichhey coold-agt but;be annihilated. and reſolved in- 
co cheir firſf Noching ) by-a moſt ſpeciall /v- Being; - we ſaid, and. 
from phomAall our frit ze ; and-for whiom as all was /eid-5n; rod. 
lyidwp; ih mult ic he 4rid-our; Allforkiie atone, 45 ſure agHe is 
our onely Belrved: and we His. And (20-4 

» We-gdoe (23,cogape 4 the ftrengihi of 4{-Might to mals 
choice and.care 
forube-ſeller( 


retry $2 Tf His Nanit, and wrought 
ty bernggplentediionHing bearing upon Him ;\ 


 madeigre with: lg and-copftrmeble co Him ; andare (hill in 


ihe conſc:onable ale; ail imaraovementot All hes Appointments, 
majnrainingf elorw/b12;igh blimg'byigrayer (pecidllyc:5lierbearen 


way 


% 


(27) 
way of the ſoules Communion with God, faith one ; Tt is a conference 
withGod, a Company-keeping with Him, ſaith another. Alſo : 
11. We dve through Him, who makes #s have diminion over |} 


the Mighty Enemies and Adverſaries within and without 'we 
know not well, which are the greateſt , more deadly, fleb and 
bleed, or principalities and powers ; We think, and ſo we ipeak , as 
thoſe that have taſted our own thoughts, Thar the fle-6,though fo 
far from terribleneſle, that it is all piealingnefle, is the moſt dar- 
gerous and deadly enemy, for were it not tor fl: in xs, prixcipa- 
lities and powers could doe us no hurt. A tryed Truth it is , that 
children.of Anak are in this way terrible enemies, Angels of 
Darkneſle,and ſometimes turning themſelves into Angels of light, 
ſtanding as with their ſwords drawn, to keep from ertring into 


that Narrow way ; or, being entred, to walk with a rihr foct in it; 


according to the Truth of the Geſpel , ſo holdi. g-up to the Cove- 
nant of their God; or if none of all this, they can effec he by his 
own, his children by their Fathers wi/es, merhods, and deviſes, 
then they will caſt a /pewing upon the way } therefore we faid, 
through Him, who maketh us more chan Conquerors over thefe 
mighty enemies, in whoſe ſtrength we wreft/e, and by whoſe $/v0d 


we overcoze, doe engage our ſelves each to other as members one 


of another in the ſame Budy, whereof our Lord and Chriſt is che 
Head and the Saviorr. | 

Firſt , To tzke ſpeciall care, as of the whole Church of Chrilt, 
the Mother, and her Davghters, or ſiſter-Churches, ſo far as their 
ſtare and-Condition can be repreſented to our thoughrs by our 
-exe'or eare,'or other wayes. And of the ord of Truth. which, 
with the Spirit, begetrs children to Her, That the everl-ffing Go 
ſpel may ſpread it ſelfe, throwgh the midſt of Heaven, as the morr 
ing pon the Mountainet : fo allo ( we engage ) as Ae 

Secondly , To take eare One of another, as fellow-helpers of the 
Trath,o alſo fellow helpers one of dm ther , 5s felfiiw- members uſe 
r5'doe. Andin ſaying formic”! 4ht bing" rher-afcer, we bave 


fit #nf don Hf for this Wat##a# caring for ore the other, as the 
peinber eartch for ks'fellou-tewber, narwirilly, fincerely, hear- 
tity! compietwhds the whoſe'daty required VF us ne towards ar.- 
other) Ir iss walkin g'full- op indefire ant ehdvzvout , ro thoſe 
+refcriptions ſerbefore us in Gods 'Word ſummarily, esctrding r9 


4bis 


F 


EſcholÞ 27. 


Mr K. Nl, 


Jud: $o 


Eph. 6. 12. 
Revel.12. 11. 


17 11s, 
Phil. 2, 20+ 


Gal. $. 16. 


(28 ) 
this.rule ( which obtaines in all Caſes of Duty to the Church 
abroad, to our enemies with- our, ( for they with us are m:mbers 
of the politick, Body ) and to our Brethren within ) whereaſter all 
True Gofpellcrs alwayes have, ſti} Coe, and (1i1] ſhall wa'ke, by 
the g90d hand of God with them, walang wprip hily according to 
the Truth.of the Goſpel, epon. whom is peace end wit cy, 4s wpon the 
mh,le Iſrailof God, y<r 

- Becaule this feckng expreſiion, Afembers one of another, COne 
aines much, yea all; that can be laid in this rmaiter, we would ine 
filt a li:tle more upon ir. 
This being a member of another, and decling wich him,and ſorth 
unto him as a member duth to his fellow-members, is to-ave the 
ia.Þ yr. \ ſame ex] with ancther, like minded indeed, as naturally to care for 

Hhil-2 20. .my Brethren. ard to deale.forth co-cthem as one member deales 

4 £$445%704, With pt? other, very ſtudiouſly readily and careſs/ly as to him- 
ſeife, ſoro the Church of Chriſt, ſo to every particular member 
there, ard we//f.zre of the whote and every part; he naturally 
careth for it, he ſerves the Church and every Brother and fifter 

2d. 5. 15. Ahere,,as they did, they reck,ng gaine of money Indeed his work, 5s 

his rages ; The member of the Naturall body, be it the eye or 
hand ( cheſe are the he/ping members, ) it is at undantly ſufficient, 
it hath. given eaſe and.comfort to irs fellow- member ; To ſpeak it 
ina word, If we live-up to the engagement ( as through Chriſt we- 
may ) tg care for each other as members. one of onother , we ſhall 
'care forthe Churches of Chriſt, & for the promoting The Truths 
of Chriſt, that the Goſpel may.r«» and be glorified alſo, for each 
ethers wellfare ; ſpecially that ous /o/es may proſper ; we ſhall doe 
all this as natzrally, as that good Woman the Mother of Moſes, 
took her own. child, an&nnx/ed it ; Je giue thee thy. wages, laid 
the Princes ; No great matter whether you doe pr no, thought 
the Mother, it ſhall make no difference,. ſhe had, her deare child 
in her Armes againe, whom ſhe feared ſhe ſhould never ſee more, 
ahd ſhe had:-leave to keepe Tip her houſe, and command to nurſe 
.it there , that was abundantly ſweet, wages for her ſweet. work; 
** How gatiouſy will God diſpoſe. of things ,.if we;could leave 
© them to His diſpoſing. He gaye His £on-to; the'world jn the 
*/ullveſſe of time, fo will He,grith Him, every.other Mercy. He 
_. will ſurely, if we can truſt Hijm.nay whether we Truſt Him,or +4 


3 John 2. 
Exod 2 9. 


= 


Eagliſh canpot 
a Companion, 0 
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He will.give ſuch Nurſing Fathers and nurſing hers to His 
Church, chat ſhall care for rhem as naturally, as the Narſe careth 
for her childe, or as the Mother before-mentioned, took her child 
and nurſed it. Allo | 
Thirdly, We engage 4s members one of another, apainlt all that 
may hurt us ; for ſuch is the care and watchfiullnes, of one mem- 
ber, for and over each other, by making our a«:ch ſtrong againſt 
the fle/s, borne with us, bred-up with us, feeding wich us ac the 
ſame Table, lying with us in the ſame bed; the worlt enemy in 
our boſom, though ſeemingly our; beſt, as it pretendeth to be, 
.and neareſt friend ; Theretore againſt the fle4 we engage our 
watchfullnes, as againſt the world and the Devill, And 
Fourthly., Not to meddle in matters 702 high for us , or which 
will engender ſtrife, or doubtful diſputetions ; as they ule to doe, 
who will not endure ſound aoftrine ,, but after their own luſts, 
heap to themſelves reachers, having itching eares, turned from the 
Truth, and unto Fables. But we engage in the ſtrength of Chritt 
to watch in all things. And fo | 
Fifthly , To /ave owr ſelves from this untoward, froward, per. 
verſe and crooked generation, not by leaving our places ; or lea- 
'ving undon any one of thoſe ſervices, we, in duty, are bound to 
performe to thoſe, that are with oxr. But by keeping our gar. 
ments pure and unſpotted of the world ; and girding up our loines 
( for all carp and diligence mult be given this way) that we may 
be keptcleane ) from the itnpurities, potions or defilements of 
the warld we muſt abominace, and then we ſhall fly from chcir 
damnable DoQtrines, and horrid praRiſes, Thoſe that obey not 
ſound doQrine, ;we are charged, (and then we muſt engigeto it) 
ro note ſuch men ) and have no company with them. The companion 
of faales ſhall be, deſtroyed... There is an elegancy here ,” which our 
ut” this js to our purpaſe ; why muſt 
Con eftroyed ? Becauſe he will be ſuch an 
one,as vile, baſe,and abominable,as is lic, wich whom 
and with delight, he converſeth, Hf $ ater take Ws among by own, 
be will reckgn #6 for his own , and quickly 
Rory, might be told'here, bur day ly experience afſurech it, If we 
will ork the,thing, that gogd js, we avaſt depart from tlie work- 
ers of iniquitie ; Depart from mee mogul doers : for 1 will ke 
*'2 


make #s his own. A ſad 


2Ti.4. 3:4,5. 


At, 2, 4C. 
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James 1. 29, 
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« Fer. 3. 39. 
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Commandiments of wy Ged, We engage not to keep company 
with them ; no- or to ear with ſuch an one, upon choice, with 
del:ght, no nor 6:4 him.God [pred ; For he, that biddech Him God 
ſpeed, is partaker of his evill deeas. 

Sixthly, Weengage to live as iscomely for ſons and daugh- 
ters , Fullowers of God as deare Children, calling Him Father whe, 
without reſpett of perſons, judyeth according to every mans work 
and (o to paſſe the time of onr ſejourning here in feave ; That we may 
be blimeleſs and harmleſs the Sens of God without rebuke ir the 
midFt of a cruoked and perverſe gexeraticn, amongſt whom we doe 
engage, in the ſtrength of God;'rs ſhine as lights ; that; as He, who 
hath called 14, is Hily, ſo we may be Holy in all manxer of conver- 
ſation; having no fellow/bip with the unfruitfull worker of dark: 
xeſſe, bur by the exatneſſe of out walk ( for we ſhrld walk even 
as He walked, 1 Joh. 2. 6. ) and by che Holineſs of our lives, or 
Godlineſle of our cpnverſation ; we ſhould ( as well as with our 
rorgues declare againſt ſinners, which is not don but by divine 
aſliftance3, and ſo) condemne Þ, reſtifie c againſt , and: reprove 4 
them. Foro is the will of Ged, that with well-doing ,we ſhould put 
to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men ; having a goed Conſcience, 
that whereas they ſprak.evill of ns,au of evill doers they may be aſha- 
med, that falſel accuſe our good ( onverſation in Chriſt. And 

In the laſt place, Becauſe God hath heard ovr voyce, and in- 
olined His tare, we can lay, as He ſaid; who was not more in the 
wayes of God, than the wayes of God were in Him a; for all whoſe 
ſtrength is inthe Zardas Davids was, canfay as He did; and en- 
gage ſo to ſay, We will call upan Him as long as we tive Þ.We will 


c 1 Theſ.5.17- never ceaſe praying, the Cotntnand being *, andthe praftiſe was 
dAQ 10.2. 


anſwerable *,) pray without ceaſing ,. though the words of prayer 
ceaſe in the mouth, the Grace of prayer, ſhall not ceaſe in the 
heart; For when the voice of His people catinot be heard,” the 
voice of their breathing thay. T he heart has a tongue, that God tay 
heave ; and the Syirit has 4 tongue, which none can cut-ont : when 
the man jp. the Spirit may pray : ſo weare reſolved, and 
doe engage in theftrengeh of Chriſt, ro call upon Him as long as 
we live, and to praiſe Him as ling at we bgve any being, For he- 
therto, He hath enclined His eare, and heard vs, granting to us, 


what was beſt for us, if tot the ſame alwayes we asked in kind, 
vt ll TE yet. 


31 ) 
yet that, which was better, yea beſt for us , if not to our w1//, yet 
to Our weal. He hath heard our prayers, therefore we will Call 
upon Him as long as we live. And lo 

We doe engage to one another, to goe to God each for other, 
entreating Him for His Great Names fake to perf. & the work 
He hath begun — And for clis Churches, ſeeing our meanneſle is 
fuch, for the moſt of. us, that we cannot Contribuce our Coun- 
fells, nor purſes, nor bodiiy paines, we will with all the /rac/ of 
God, engage our prayers, as a combined ſtrength, as ſure as we 
have /et our affc(tions that way , for no man, how poore ſoever in 
otwards, is poore that way, if rich in faich, and poore in ſperit : 
we were ſaying, we engage 0 pray with-oxt ceaſing, 0 the Hearer 
of prayers for His Churches, That He would remember chem 
with the favour, He beareth towards them ; Which He moſt cer- 
tainly will doe. But He mult be enquired off by the houſe of Iſrael 
po doe it for them ; To raiſe-up Zion lo glorioully, That the Gen- 

tiles ſhall come to ber light, and Kings to the brightneſſe of her R&- 

ſing. And that Babylon may be cait down like a Ads/ſtone into the 
great waters, That the vengeance that is written, may be execu- 
red upon that City of Gods Curſe, by Armies cho/ex, called and 

faithfull, whoſe aimes ſhall be pare, and ends holy in ſhooting all 


the Arrowes of Gods indignation, againſt that bloody City, and gey. 


all thoſe her helpers, or well-wilters, that cleave unto-her in love, 


t Chro.2 5. 3. 


Ezr.36, 37. 
Ifa- 60, 


I4, 20, 
I7. 14. 
Ig. 14, 


making both her and ail her tovers, as we read it written, an ab. J*r. 50. 14. 


borring to- all fleſh , chicfly becauſe ſhe hath SINNED eA- 
GAINST THE LORD. As for the evill ſhe hath don to the 
people of God, thoſe execrable crueſties,ſhe has exerciſed againſt 
them, andterrible wrath, whoſe rage went «p to heaven, ſhe hath 
powred out uponthem. All this and much more the people of 


God leave with their God, to whom belongeth vengeance, and re Den, 33, 35. 


compence, as He hath ſaid, onely they ſay,as the Inhabitants of Zi- 


ox are allowed to ſay , The violence don to me and to my fleſh be up- Jer. 51, 35, 


on Babylon. O Lord God to whom vengeance belongeth: O Ged to 
whons vengeance, ſhew thy ſelfe, ſhine forth clearely, lift up thy ſelfe 


T how Fudge of the earth : render a reward to the prond; LORD, ©0494-1123, 


how long ſhall the wicked, how long ſhall the wicked Triumph ? No- 
tonger, faith the Lord, not one minute longer than while Theſe 

Mine Enemies.and Adyerfaries ſhall have made themſelves meet. 
for- 


e 


Ma. 30. 9. 
Fi4. qe. 10. 


/ 


D:or. 33. 26. 


12. 49. 9. 
R:v. 18.9, 8. 


La. 63, 


Revel! 19. 14. 
1). 14, 


( 32 ) 
for that aftoniſhing defolation- is prepared for them, filling #p. 
their meaſures ; 3nd [ have made My people meer, for that Glori- 
ous ſaivation, is preparing for them ; and for their making them 
weet for it, My fire is in Zion, ard My furnace in Feruſalrm. $0 
foone as this -- fixing work is don ( yet the Lord will not refine 
His people as /6/wer 15 refined, for their drofs will never out , as 
long as fleſh is with-in, beſides He will ſit by chem while they 
melt ; But'ſo ſoone as ever this refining worte is don, The ſalve- 
tics that is written ſhall come ta Zn , flying as upon Eagles 
wings ; for Her Lord Himſelfe ſhall bring it, riding upon the Hea- 
ven for her Help ; andin His excellency en rhe she, ( that is, ) He 
will he!p /peedily, and He will ſhew His ftate and magnificence in 
Helping : And as ſpeedily;but terribly ſhall utter deſolation come 
upon Babylox, as it is written, in 4 moment, in one day,her plagues 
ſhall come upon her in cheir perfiftion. The Lord hath faid it, 
and He will doe it, Travelling in the greatneſſe of Hir ſtrength, 
when He do's this thing ; He will tread this wine-preſſe alone ; His 
owne Arme ſhall bring this ſalvation ; His own fury ſhall uphold 
Him ; and of all the peeple there ſhall be none with Him : none, 
{ to explaineit in paſſage ) He ſhall hive multitudes with Him, 
e Armies following Him upon white Horſes, called and choſen and 
faithfull , Ard yet He treads this wine-preſſe alone, and of all the 
people there was noxe with Him, none to eccliple the Glory of His 
wi/dome, power, rizhreouſneſſe, goodnefſe, mercy ;, All theſe ſhall be, 
with Him. but all their wiſdome, is but Hts wifdome with them ; 
the ſame may be ſaid, of their power, goodneſle , and belp, they 
brought in that way,all was but His help in them and with ttem ; 
ſo that we muſt find at the foot of the account, Fehowah God did 
all , And thecreature how beautifull ſ{oever with the beauty his 
Lord caſt upon him,  thoough-a diademe atd as a Crowe of Glo- 
ry in His Lords hand, yet was he nothing ; nor did he.ought elſe 
at all in his own ſtrength-but ſin, for which-he muſt cake cohim- 
ſelfe ſhame : for as fin 15 all the creature doth in his'o vn ſtrength , 


ſo ſhame is all he muſt aſſume co himſelf, giving ro Him to whom 


it doth belong, all:the Glory, for He did all. hen the Day of 
vengeance, which is in His heart, end the yeare of His Redeetwed 45 
come, It ſhall appeare to all the world, That He treads the wine- 
preſſe alone.; and of althe people, there was none with Him, 
| Yet, 


- \ 
\ 33 J 


Yet, as was ſaid. He will be exquir:d if by the hauſe of 1/rael to 
doe this for them. Therefore © 
We engage in the ſtreageh of Chriſt. and as that ſhall come-in 
to joyne with thoſe, that cannot keep //ence at ſuch a time at this, 1/4. 62+ 
Atid Bleſſed bz Gd, who hach wronght 4 people for this ery thiar, 
and gives them leave to Commaxd Him, to wreſt'e wih Him, 
and prevaile Theſe people are acquairted with their Lord; nr.n4, 
He withholds chat, which He 1s molt willing to give ; as we to our 
cÞild, that they may tugge at it, and with ſtrong wreſtlings mi. h- 
ry through Him, get it from Him;He p:olongeth the Deliverance, 
that they may prolong, and (tretch-out heir prayers ; doe as His 
deare Son did, and the very fame His deare children can doe, in 
His ſtrength , And being in an Agonic, He prayed more earneſtly , LK. 22. 44: 
che longer that was ſtrerched-our, fo likewiſe was his prayer, So ©9595 
are the Churches pra ers too , longer now than ordinary, and 
more fervent ; Dearely bonght and long a comming, is marvei- 
lous welkcome, when it is come, and ſweeteſt in enjoying. The 
ſumme is, and the Concluſion of all ; The Churches mercies muſt 
be wraſtled out of her Fathers hand, her mercies, and every one 
of her Childrens mercies, they muſt be won by prayer,and worne 
by praiſes ; And bleſfed be Gcd, His deare Children followers of 
Him, can wreltle with Him, overcome Him, (ommand Him, pre- Ia 45, 11. 
vaile over Him, in the power of His own might, for which they: 
aſcribe to Him all the Glory. Amen. 


This is the ſumme of our engagement, who have found it in 
our hearts with full purpoſe of heart to cleave unto the Lord ; 
and to begge his Grace continually, That He would itinthe 
purpoſe of our hearts, ſo to doe, Amen, and Amen, 


eAn End, 


DB enng, metre cen were 
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A *Poſtſciipt. 


FEY Lid.ough thus wee have ſpuken touching a (hurch- 
7 / . m 
| (overant and.vur engageing one to th? otLer , in the. 


p > 
| A lirength of Chriſt|to land ihereunto ; And as we have 
EPL) beleeved, ſo we have ſpoken, That the Oath of the C- 


—_ 


venant, as before explained , is as much the Duty of Saints by 
(calling to enter-into, as to receive the ſeales thereof is thur pri- 
viledge : Notwithſtanding, though we, or the moſt of us, doe 
freely and heartily profeſſe our conſent to all chis;yer we doe not. 
intend it for ſuch a neceſl::ry Teſt of our humbling onr ſelves to 
walke with our God, as th:is-cannot be without chat, or chat he, 
who cannot enter inco it, ſhall not be admitted to walk with us, 
We cannat doubt, but chat many walke bambly with their God, 
ſtrengchned with AU might to Al-pleaſing, yet never heard of a 
Charch-Covenant, or beſtowed thoughts abour it, We ſhall nor 
then ob:rude it.upon any, .if we had power (o to doe, for that 
were to reckon of it of Neceſlicy to ſalvation, art leaſt ro Charchs 
Commanion; and ſo, perhaps, we might refl:& ſome blame upon 
ochers, more righteous than our ſelves. We onely f(atd, it is /aw- 
full and »cedfull ;, and truely. we cannot conceive how matters 
can be cxried-on, according to right order, wich-out ic ; There- 
fore, to ſome of us, there leegies a neceſſicie thereof, as was 

ſud. p A 
Bur yet, if we ſhall obſerve in any the leaſt Breathing after 
Chrilt, a. love co Him, a delight 'ia H.m, a zeale for Him, and 
againſt all is contrary to Him, ſuch an one ſhould be gladly re- 
ceived by, us, agd weicomed .with a'l acceptarion, though be 
might, modeſtly,perhaps conſcientiouſly refule to eoter a Church- 
(ovenant, for he may ſcruple atit, whether there be any ſuch 
G - Cuſtome 
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(36) 
C» ſtume among the Churches of Chriſt. This rather is the rule we 
would goe-by;The Teſt we would rake; the thing we would have 
mace, out with the tongue, and eyidenced bythe life,” Thar there, 
is H.lineſs at the Heart ; frncerii '7 at the bottom, And if this be- 
male appeare, ( as Hvuiineſſe with-in.,, will appeare. with. out, ) 
we aske no more for Conſcierce- ſake, but with ſuch an one would 
we walk, ard would make no doubr, but he or ſhe would be an 
honour to vs, ar d an help alſo. And for th' other matter, it may 
ab.de leyſure fir fa:cher Conſideration. We would lock after- 
that in others, ard no more, than what our gracious God and 
rendereſt Father looks after in usz TRUTH mow, in the Cove- 
nant of Grace, vor Aleaſary; though that ſhould be according. 
to that we have received; for he that, ſowerh liberally, looks' to? 
reap plencifully ; let »s then, inthe ſtrengih of Chriſt, goe-e wreo 
per im, ſach as is required of us,and accepted from usunder the 
Grace of the Goſpel; If by. any meanes wt may attaine unto the 
Reſurreftion of the Dead; growing in Grace, per; in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Feſm Chriſt : To Him be Glory, buth now 
and for ever. Amen, os 
"'This-onely we would add (which ſhould haye been inſertcd 
pag. 2. line 15. ) That we may call to remembrance , not onely 
waat the Churches of Chriſt may now doe , as to a Church Co- 
venant, their entring thereintp , Bur what chey, with the whole 
nation, have don, when Joe, we gave onr hands, lifting-them-up to 
the Mc} High God, and-did ſweare , according: to this forme of 
words,** We profeſſe and declare before GOD and the world, - 
*we unfeighnedly defire to be thombled for our'fins, and*for the 
ſins of theſe Kingdomes ; eſpecially, that'we have not, as we 
* ought, valued the ineſtimable benefic of the Goſpe) ; that we 
'*have not endeayoured to receive Chriſtin our hearts, nor to 
« walk worthy of Hita in our lives; which are the/Canifes ot other 
**fics;and tranſgreſſions ſo much abounding amonf ts, And opr- 
* trye and. unfeighned purpoſe, defire, and endeayour for our 
* ſelves, and all orhers under our power and charge, both in pub-- 
* lick andin private, in all duties we owe.to-G © D and man, to- 
* amend our lives, and each-one'to goe before another" in the ex» 
* ample of a Reall Reformation. Here was i ffate be National! Co- 
verant ; ard. lor, bicre. is 3 fare Or Nationall' breach of Cove- 
tl nant; 


(.37.) 


nant;for jo all this (we mgncion but this roeing, to he Ne, 
ſimple and'unmixt, as\A/#'/ Covenant was ) w of the Nation 6- 6: 
ver, lifted up our hagjds, bur now againſt all chis: wwe all, the Bene n 
rality, or molt of us all, have lifre «the Heel; ar have ſet our-. 
hearts againſt it, as 5 firme 45 4 fine, ike the hearc 0 the Lewua- | 
than as att $, a des df the nether Milftone. As doth appezre to- | 
every cy "% uri a erysViſcerhing, and can 1 behold our walk 
with- ing or Wegetd our doi ings in public or in privat 

: Therefoid will the Lord. for Hat is the Rnd lll reckon! 3" 
and accourit with vs, 18 He tiath doh” with mig bty ſinners before 


Him, diſpiſers 0 cath, and Breakers of (ovenant with Hi 
for ſo; Ea ae TY ina ey li ike cal, and as texrihle. che words, 


4 wer Yom, bs 3g that may encly,” Accing he deſpi iſed 
ad 


are 
#6 e£ f gy Bred king aB Corn ( when 1oe;h gen his 
*hand)) ahd hatch fone” [theſe things , be ſhall pp. elcape. 


© Therefofe" thus fath"the LORD GOD, 4s 1 live ſurely, 
* MINE Oath that he bo deſpiſed, and My Covenant, that 
« He barh | wofen, even it Will Trecompence upon his own head,” 
E eb. 17 
let whe kf 'the fievple, that ſhall heare and d feafe,, be truely 

humbled for whar they dive Fe if they knew not ' what they. 
did; pray w ce ti ually, 'thar more may be given unto 
them, wheres they ite SD ara & from DER any' more ſo. 
preſumpty6 ok when <> its ed up their 
to the" wr hel ke 6 4 Feaſi go Him", t& perfot Neſt bangs 
in choſe ri ng hey Ther! [17 'and ackhow! e to be Fol, 
juſt; and' foo ad hos purpoſe to doe; thereafter, y 
which Whey, nos, to oy doe ; others alſo lifring up their hands 
to  perforine p00 ehings , they were 5 wing 6 ka 0, Hr, 
were of the Law, t defired to teach p , 1 5 wer andy rh wh 
nexthey whey 7 [ay nor where tof they Affirme..” 

'Notwith Xing ffom hence, the Concluſion ts this, That if, 
« ir was conceived [awful and needfwll for the Churth all over the: 
* Nation, to rake the Covenant of God into their mexthes , when: 
« the moſt of them, hated inftrution, and caſt ' His words 'be bind 
* them ; . Thenmay an Holy Nation, a peculiar people , who heve 
© wt g on back from the Commandemem of His lips : \and belle 
me Formed the words.of His mouth more. than their — rnd 


JIG 238) 
6 "EP! af f thele, w ere ever they are, Coveriant-in, ſweare 
< corhelzmerhinge;char they. will be the Lards:people, nnder- 
* ſta ng well w he they doe, and what they engige, in the 
» ſitergch of Chit, to ſtand wnto.. Yet. if any one. , that. walks 
ne ip the feare of his God, be otherwiſe minded for the 
elent, lis God; hoſe be is, and whom, be ferueth., ſball reveale | 
pens Hh unto him, ag ifhe hach A para ona y, let. hin look, 
nd abour him, firſt, before he ſubſcribes bo Neve , and lifts up 
his hand to the Moſt High God, becauſe of this bis he figds writs, 
ten. 
"When chew ſhalt p1w @ wow unto the - to " 
Bal mot Jak To bo, it; » for. the Lord thy 
© faire # Co it world be Yap Dext.3 
k; _ edder, thou now Have the 7 words of a 
A £0 thee, ſo foone as poken | re tet - 
thetn command chy beſt ea behav Thou maiſt haye met with 
a fit Contradiion'to all our deate Lord bath ſaid, 3ll they alſo 
that have ſpoken from His triouth, in ors to.all Goſpel Ad- 


| miniftrations, 'ba mer. with, a curſed F called a legall 
Reſolution, iwo nn v- Dao. ſo faich t rcten moſt ' 
illegal andrrationall will every man ſay that reads him , having 
the uſe of naturall Reaſon, not to ſay a jandiified underſtanding, 
Kol wr gally ar the 1114 L youu he La _ 


Groome. 'And tie 
you may read the 
in a Book ate garſon Grand Lu wiries, NT 15- to page 22, 
And having ſo don, this is the earcell deſire (x ) that chou rakelt 
beet of putti ' thy finger vi gn ts KS of Reaſon; kaſt the 
* ON be feared | yory fi6n 
upon this;man, and thoſe _ op the Jam with 
him, Ard < 2 pray for bim and hem, that Wepentarice eds 
Gd, and faith raged the Lexg Feſw: C brif may be given them, 
< ha the [word ' Fenoyed From f. ther Ay, « and 4 Tighr fs 
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